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ENCAMPMENT PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST SESSION 
Tuesday Afternoon, April 12, 1938 


The Fifty-Sixth Annual Encampment was called to order 
by Department Commander Elias R. Sweet at 1:40 p.m. in the 
Ballroom of the Hotel Bradford, Boston. 


Commander Sweet :— The officers and members of the 56th 
Annual Encampment will come to order for the transaction of 
such business as may regularly and legally come before it. 
Guide, you will make the rounds and take up the password and 
report to me. Brother Bradley will assist in taking up the 
password. 


Guide:—On due inspection I find all entitled to remain.. 


Commander Sweet :—At this time will Department Chaplain: 
Dr. David L. Martin lead us in prayer? 


Chaplain David L. Martin, [30] :—Let us all pray. Almighty 
God, we thank thee for this beautiful day for the pleasure of 
meeting together once again; for what the Organization stands 
for, these Sons who represent those who have left us a great 
heritage, this land of ours and this flag we love. We thank “thee 
that thou hast permitted us to have a part in these blessings. 
/We pray that we may go from ee to ‘be stronger and better mer 
to carry on the w ork of our Fathers and so we pray that thow 
bless the officers and all the Camps. We pray that what is done 
here today may have a telling influence upon this Nation of ours,, 
especially at this time, w hen we need men of God with vision 
and so help and guidg us for the Master's sake. Amen. 


Commander Sweet:—We will now give the pledge of 
allegiance. 


Commander Sweet:—I hereby declare the Fifty-Sixth 
Annual Encampment duly opened for the transaction of such 
business as may come before it. 


Commander Sweet:—At this time I will read the list of 
Committees. 


Credentials. Leon H. Palmer, Dept. Sec’y, Chairman 
Roy C. Call 30, Nelson Towle 62, Charles T. Fernandez, Jr. 9, 
Arthur M. White 17, and Allen B. Howland 50. 


Officers’ Reports. Chester A. White, P.D.C., Chairman, 
Nathan Rice 2, George A. Derby 5, Harold P. Shepardson 15, 


and Lester D. Hobson Pe. 
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Constitution and Regulations. _H. Harding Hale, P.D.C., 
Chairman, Harold M. Drown 13, Thomas W. Cazmay 29, 
Leslie A. Brown 37, and Walter N. B. Bryant 109. 


Ritual and Ceremonies. Addison A. Quinn, P.D.C. 
Chairman, William P. Hanners 6, Clair T. H. Woodall 1, 
Ernest W. Foley 52, and John W. Emery 57. 


Resolutions. Henry F. Weiler, P.D.C., Chairman, Fred 
W. Butler 104, George P. Wyer 66, Hugh C. MacDonald 67, 
and Horace E. Morse 80. 


Restoration of Past Rank. Charles H. E. Moran, P.D.C., 
Chairman, Frederick P. Hawes 35, Rolla E. Healey 77, Ernest 
E. Huntoon 81, and William T. Darling 25. 


Convention and Ball. William L. Anderson, Past S.V. 
C.-in-C., Chairman, George W. Kimball 81, Charles Bradlee 
74, Addison A. Quinn, P.D.C., and Lawrence D. Riley 46. 


Greetings. Grand Army of the Republic. Fred E: 
Bolton P.C.-in-C., Chairman, Dr. E. W. Homan P.C.-in-G, 
and George A. Derby 5. 


Womans’ Relief Corps. Dr. George W. Goode 46, Harvey 


Silver 6, Fred Ela Warren Dept. Inspector and Malcolm J. 
Hill 118. : 


Ladies of the G.A.R. Frank L. Kirchgassner P.C.-in-C.,, 


Chairman, Louis E. Winchell Dept. Council and Ralph L. 
Smith P.D.C. 


Daughters of Union Veterans. Charles H. E. Moran, P. 
D.C., Charman, William L. Anderson, Sr., P.S.V.C.-in-C. 
and James P. Skehan 16. 


Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary. Harold P. Shepardson 
15, Chairman, William O. Fuller P.D.C., William L. Anderson 
Jr., Past Dept. Counsellor. 


Guide. John B. Farrell, Past Commander 74 will have 
charge of a uniformed escort of eight members to do escort 
duty to all visitors. 


Commander Sweet:—If all the Officers’ Reports have not 
been forwarded to the Secretary, please hand them to him, 
also any resolutions. 


Guide:—Past Department Commander, Frank S. Reavey 
of Rhode Island is awaiting admittance. 


Senior Commander:—Admit him. 


Commander Sweet:—The next order of business will be 
the reading of the Officers’ Reports. Senior Vice Commander, 
will you assume the Commander’s station? 
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Senior Vice Commander Osborne:—You will now listen to 
the reading of the Department Commander's report of the year. 


Guide:—Senior Vice Commander, there are two G.A.R. 
men awaiting admission. 


Senior Vice Commander Osborne:—You may admit them. 


Guide :—I have the honor to present to you Commander-In- 
Chief A. H. Mennett also Commander Lincoln, whom you all 
know. [Applause]. 


Report of Department Commander 
Elias R. Sweet, Camp 24, Gloucester 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-Sixth Encampment 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


‘Greetings: 


In submitting this, my second report, I do so, gratefully 
appreciating the honor bestowed upon me as your Commander 
for the second term. I realized that upon accepting this honor 
you expected great results due to the fact of a year’s experience 
gain in service. 


My Brothers this second year has been a hard but interest- 
ing one. I have given all that I had, to promote the welfare 
of our organization and yet what has been accomplished is 
not what I had wanted to do. I do, however, know, that our 
order is full of possibilities and we are needed not only in the 
work of Carrying On, that which our dads have done for so 
many years, but we are needed in our communities to combat 
the issues that are surrounding us today and which are under- 
mining our government. The condition of affairs throughout 
the country in reference to Patriotism and _ stability of our 
government by the people and for the people, presents a grave 
warning that we must be very cautious in our attitude toward 
such doctrines, Nazism, Communism, Facism, are indicative of 
the changes that are rapidly taking place. 


Have we in the past 50 years built our Order strong enough 
to be the first to campaign against these evils, if not are we now 
ready to renew our obligations and build to greater strength, 
that we might with honor follow in Dad’s footsteps. and be the 
organization he would like to have it be, one powerful, and re- 
spected for its actions and its deeds? 


Yes, my Brothers, this year has been a happy one, yet one 
or two disappointments will creep in, and the greatest disap- 
pointment this year, was that the growth of our Order did‘ not 
meet with the success we so much looked forward to. The 
fault is of no one man; but it is the fault of we as a body, lack of 
interest, no action and yet we have in our Order men of ability, 
men who are able to put over not only membership drives but 
any objective if camps will cooperate and work shoulder to 
shoulder. Let us awake, let us re-read the purpose of our 
‘Order and if we are to be a living and prosperous Order nothing 
will stand in our way to make our Order the largest Patriotic 
Order in the Nation. 
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Grand Army of the Republic 
My relations with Comrade John E. Bronson, Massachusetts 


Department Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic 


have been very interesting and pleasant. 
J > 


It is with deep regret that the ranks of these men, who 
sacrificed all that we might live in a country of peace and 
happiness, are growing thinner and thinner each year, and there- 
fore it behooves us, as Sons of these Noble Sires, to renew our 
obligations. 


May this name “Grand Army of the Republic” live forever. 


Womans Relief Corps 

Words cannot express my love for this organization, it was 
through my mother, a member of Col. Allen's W.R.C., No. iG 
of Gloucester, that I joined Camp 24. Thank you Department 
President, Mrs. Carrie M. Hill, for the many courtesies extended 
to me and to the Massachusetts Department. 


May your deeds of the past be lessons of faithfulness to the 
generations of the future. 


Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 

To these loyal women, I extend my personal greetings, and 
the greetings of the Massachusetts Department Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. I sincerely appreciate the Cour- 
tesies received from the Department President, Mrs. Adaline A. 
Balch and trust that they will have many years to continue 
their grand work of keeping alive the memory of the Grand 
Army of the Republic to the new generations to come. 


Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

To you my sisters, I express my thanks for the many 
pleasant acts of kindness to my Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Department. I have many times this year been associated with 
your Department President, Mrs. Elizabeth C. Lemmelin and 
T wish to congratulate her on the fine work accomplished through 
her leadership. 


Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary 

No words can express my appreciation of the earnestness 
and sincere service our Auxiliary are devoting to our interest. 
In Department President, Mrs. Ursula W. Shepardson, they 
have had a leader, whose labors were not only to build the 
Auxiliary but to assist the weaker camps to Carry On. 


Our Auxiliary has been ready when opportunity is presented 
them to carry out their obligation. There will ever remain 
a sweet memory for the many courtesies extended me by my , 
Department President and the members of the Massachusetts 
Department Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Auxiliary. 
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Visitation ‘ 

I regret that is was impossible to accept every invitation. | 
Many times I received two or more for the same evening but I 
endeavored to cover as many Camps and accept as many invita- 
tions as possible. I am, however, pleased to know that the 
Massachusetts Department has been represented at all official 
times of not only our own but to all, Veteran and Auxiliary 
organizations. 


Grave Marking 

Many Camps do not realize the importance of this com- 
mittee, although I realize the amount of labor involved in copy- 
ing lists, yet it is important that the Department should haye a 
complete list of all graves of the Civil War Veterans and where 
located. Brothers, we are making records for the future and 
it is up to each Camp to place on record its list. 


Our committee has found a great many old and neglected 
cemeteries where Civil War Veterans are buried and have 
brought this condition to the attention of Town or City officials, 
and these conditions have been corrected and our Order has been 
commended for the fine work done. 


I wish to thank Brother LaForest E. Osborn and Roger W. 
Hanner for the interest taken and the accomplishments made in 
this work. 

Publicity 

Success of all businesses. all Organizations, is through the 
advertising it receives. Do not hide our light under the 
bushel-basket, the Public does not care what we do within our 
Camp rooms, it is what we do in our Communities that count. 
Local Papers and The Banner are ready at all times for news. 


I wish to thank Brother Wilfred H. Libbey, our Publicity 
Secretary for the able manner in taking care of our Publicity. 
Our Publicity Secretary is knocking at your door for news, 
many Camps fail to answer his knock. I urge every Camp to 
make use of this Department. 


Per Capita Tax 

I believe the issue we must meet sooner or later is the 
amount of money paid to the National by the Massachusetts 
Department as Per Capita Tax. I believe a 50% reduction is in 
order, that we might assist weak camps and also to build a fund 
for organization work. 

Our delegates to the next National Encampment should act 
as a unit ‘and recommend a reduction in the Per Capita Tax. 


Radio Broadcast 


This committee should be highly commended for the fine 
programs this year. Many of us have failed to realize the work 
entailed in getting these programs on the air. Under the able 


[8] 


leadership of H. Harding Hale, P.D.C. this year has been @ 
banner year. In behalf of the Department of Massachusetts i 
wish to thank this committee for the great progress made this 
year over the air into the homes of those we most desire to reach. 


Uniforms 

The time has come when we must decide one way or another 
in regard to uniforms for the Sons of Civil War Veterans. In 
my travels these last two years I have seen a dozen different 
types of uniforms, each camp designing their own until we look 
like Coxey’s army Business nor Professional Men will not join 
any organization that is slack in appearance and has not the 
proper approach with the public. Let us bless the past for 
experience gained. Let the lessons received in the present, 
move us to build better, larger and more attractive for the future. 


Mid-Year Conference 

The mid-year meeting was held at Brockton, Mass., Oct. 30, 
1937, and I wish to express my appreciation for the hospitality 
and favors extended the Massachusetts Department by Chairman 
George Beckman and Camp 17 of Brockton, Mass. A full 
report of this meeting is covered by Secretary Leon H. Palmer's 
minutes. 


Department Officers 


It has been an honor and a privilege to have been associated 
with a loyal and able group of Department Officers, and it is hard 
for me to find words to express my appreciation of their sincere 
efforts to create interest in our Order. To Fred E. Bolton, 
P.C-in-C. and Treasurer; Dr. E. W. Homan, P.C.-in-C. ; 
William L. Anderson, Sr., P.S.V.C.andC. I wish to sincerely 
thank for the cheerfully given advise and council. No depart- 
ment in the national organization has a more efficient Secretary 
than Massachusetts. A trip to headquarters, an inspection of the 
books and records will prove that no words of mine, can 
adequately express the value to the Department or to a Depart- 
ment Commander. Ready to serve, ready to please, a real Son 
of a Civil War Veteran always looking into ‘the future for ad- 
vancing the interest of our Order. 


Thanks Leon for your help and comradeship. 


District Commanders 

It is needless for me to stress again the fact of how impor- 
tant are the appointments of District Commanders to cover the 
State of Massachusetts. These men are selected to represent 
the Department in the district assigned to them, and the real 
results of their year of service is the conditions of the Camps 
under their jurisdiction. I wish to.thank Chief District Com- 
mander George W. Kimball and all my district commanders 
for a year of harmony and cooperation. 
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School of Instructions 

This year I became sure that the Office of Department 
Camp Instructor is of great value to our Order. I found many 
camps just drifting along, no interest in Camp routine or of 
the Ritual; but the Camps that grasped the opportunity of calling 
together neighboring Camps for a School of Instruction have 
received an inspiration to Carry On, have carried back to their 
Camps information that has been worth their efforts. 

I wish to thank Department Instructor Addison A. Quinn 


for the fine work. Addison is an able leader in this particular 
work. He holds the interest of his audience and has received and 


answered many questions on the work that shows his labors 


were not in vain. Thanks, Addison, for the evenings spent with 
you. I, too, have received valued information as I listened to 
your lectures on Ritual and floor work. I urge every Camp 
to take advantage of this Department, it will make more beau- 
tiful your initiation work, more interesting your Camp work. 
It creates a desire to make more attractive your Camp meetings. 


Memberships 

My Brothers, the time has come when we must add to the 
rolls of our Camps new members. The effort required to bring 
in these new members will be great. We will have to work 
tirelessly and intelligently to build our Order. Many of us 
refuse to listen to the invisible voice of Time. Members die, 
members grow old and become inactive, members move away, 
members, for one reason or another, drop out. Their place 
must be filled or we will wither and dic. 


The membership of no Order can stand still. We must 
ever show an‘increase. We must add new and young blood to 
the life stream of our Camps if we are to exist. Therefore the 
time has come when we must sell our Order, eliminate all the 
ballyhoo and get down to plain facts. Facts are the only matter 
that counts. Our work is not done, the past 50 years, we have 
been in the school of experience and now we must put this ex- 
perience to work, in carrying on the work of the G.A.R., the 
work they have so ably and faithfully, done for the past 70 years. 


The task is ours to meet, we must build with new blood 
and in building to realize the fact that every new member has 
a right to expect that the Camp affairs are conducted by a group 
of high-minded, qualified, sincere. officers, completely absorbed 
in their duties, each working in full harmony with the others, 
to the end that all the affairs of his Camp will be administered 
strictly according to the tenets of sound business and in full 
accord to the Rules and Regulations. And let me emphasize 
right here that there is nothing that will disillusion a new mem- 
ber more, than the evidence of discord or incompetency among 
the officers of the Camp. , 
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A new member has a right to expect that the officers of 
his Camp provide attractive meetings 


A new member has a right to expect that every regular 
meeting will be conducted strictly along the lines set down 
by the Ritual, and that the evening will close with a fine expres- 
sion of fellowship. 


A new member has a right to feel that from the time he 
enters his Camp until he leaves he will receive a hearty wel- 
come both from the officers and his fellow members. 

A new member has the right to expect that with whom 
ever he may mingle in, his community, he, as a Son of a Union 
Veteran of the Civil War will be offered congratulations because 
of the high respect which his Camp enjoys in his community. 

If we can build our Camps up to this standard, the rest 
is easy, men will seek admission, and the problem, of bringing in 
new members will be solved. 

The time is now, to dig in, to strengthen that which is weak, 
to repair damages, to take a firmer hold on that which exists. 
It is, and ever must be “Hats off to the past, coats off to the 
future.” 


Membership 


If you want it to be the kind of a camp 

Like the kind of a Camp you like, 

You don’t have to slip your clothes in a grip 

And go on a long, long hike. i 

You'll only find what you left behind, 

For there’s really nothing new; 

It’s a knock at yourself when you knock your Camp— 
It isn’t your Camp — it’s you. 


Good Camps are not made by men afraid 

Lest somebody else get ahead; 

If everybody works and nobody shirks, 

You can raise a Camp from the dead. 

And if while you make your Camp’s stake 
Your Department will make theirs too: 
Your Camp will be what you want it to be 
It isn’t your Camp — it’s you. 


Recommendations 
No. 1 That the interest money from the Permanent Fund 
be transferred to the General Fund, as has been done in the past. 
No. 2. That an appropriation of $75.00 be made which may 
be used to cover necessary expenses of Radio Broadcasts. 


No. 3. That an appropriation of $10.00 be made to cover 
the telephone expenses of the Department Commander. 
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No.4 That the Grave Marking Committee be continued. 


No. 5 That a Committee be appointed by the incoming 
Commander to settle once and for all the question of uniforms. 


In Memoriam 


In the last two years many of our loyal and beloved mem- 
bers have answered the call of the Dark Angel. 


We, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Department 
of Massachusetts, deeply feel our loss and we bow in humble 
submission to the inevitable summons to that innumerable- 
Brotherhood in the Great Beyond. 


Their Voice to us is silent, 

In our Camp Rooms vacant chair: 

They have joined the Great Camp of brothers 
Who in Heaven await us there. 

May their going be a lesson 

Let us take it then to heart 

And as loyal Sons do our duty 

For soon we, too, must part. 


In Conclusion 

In closing, this, my last report, I am sincere when I say 
I am sorry the two years are over, I have enjoyed every hour 
spent in service. 


Again, Brothers, I wish to thank you and my staff officers 
who so ably served with me. To my successor may he receive 
from you the same support and assistance you gave me. 


If I have left behind me, here and there 

Brothers who will say when I am a P.D.C., 

That I had helped to make their pathways fair, 

That I brought them smiles when they were bowed with care, 
Then I am happy to have “Carried On”. 


Fraternally yours, 


‘ Elias R. Sweet 

Department Commander 

Senior Vice Commander Osborne:—You have heard your 
Commander’s report for the year. What is your pleasure? 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner [P.C.-in-C.:—I move it be 
received and be entered into the Committee Reports. [Carried] 


Report of Senior Vice Department 


Commander 
LaForest E. Osborne, Camp 35, New Bedford 


xth Encampment 
of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War. 


May I be permitted, first to extend to my many brothers, 
appreciation of their confidence in electing me to the office of 
Senior Vice Commander of this Department. 


Tam conscious of the fact that I have fallen far short of what 
some expected of me, yet I feel that I have not set a precedent 
in that respect, inasmuch as I have done what I have been able 
to do and have carried out the orders of the Commander to the 
best of my ability. 


I have had the pleasure of visiting many Camps and Aux- 
iliaries, also gatherings of the Grand Army and Woman's 
Relief Corps. I have learned much from these contacts, and hope 
to be able to make many more contacts with them in the future. 


M During my year as a Department Officer a few important 
things have taken place in which I was pleased to cooperate 
with the committee members responsible. First and foremost 
was the Dedication of the Grand Army of the Republic Highway, 
which took place in New Bedford last May. The Camp to which 
I belong had the pleasure of being host to the visitors. We 
appreciated it greatly, and ask you all to visiti us at every oppor- 
tunity you may have. 


Next in importance to the above was the dedication of the 
Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Park, formerly called 
Bridge Park, in New Bedford. This dedication was held at the 
same time as the highway dedication, in! fact it was on the exact 
spot that the speaker's stand was set up. In regard to the 
Memorial Park, it was my pleasure to have been the originator 
of the idea of having the park re-named in honor of The Grand 
Army, and after a consultation with the Superintendent of Parks, 
I caused to be drawn up, a petition, and secured enough signa- 
tures to it to convince the Park Board that I was really in 
earnest and they granted my request. 


Last Fall the Massachusetts Department Auxiliary visited 
New Bedford for the purpose of dedicating a Tablet’ to the 
memory of our Grand Army. The tablet was erected upon a 
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boulder, and that was placed on the lawn of Grand Army of 
the Republic Memorial Park, which is at the eastern approach 
to the City from the Cape. This Memorial Park will always be 
kept in fine condition, with beds of flowers in their season, as the 
park is under the supervision of the Park Board, and New Bed- 
ford is well known for the way that they care for their parks. 


I have done my work as a Department Officer to the best 
of my ability with the assistance of many of my own Camp 
Brothers, as well as others. For this assistance, [I thank all. 


A long road is ahead of us. Let us strive on. There is 
still plenty to do, and few to do it, yet if each will do his part 
the load will be lightened and success attend our efforts. 
Cooperation is needed to do many thing Let's give that co- 
operation to those who have the responsibility of carrying on 
the work of the Department. 


I retire as a Department Officer fully conscious that I 
have not been any whirlwind, yet claim that I have tried to do 
what was best for all concerned. Success to all is my desire, 
and so I leave you. ! 


LaForest E. Osborne, 
Senior Vice Commander 


Report of Junior Vice Department 


Commander 
Glendon W. Chase, Camp 109, Newburyport 


Department Commander and Brothers: 


In the past year as Department Junior Vice Commander, I 
have made several visitations, accepting invitations and repre- 
senting the Department whenever asked. However, I believe 
this office should have some definite duties to perform outlined 
either by the Department Commander or incorporated in the 
C. and R. 


_ May I express my appreciation of the honor in serving in 
this office, and to the Brothers, extend my thanks for the same. 


Sincerely in F. C. and L., 


Glendon W. Chase, 
Junior Vice Commander 
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Report of Department Council 
for 1937-1938 


April 12, 1938 


Following adjournment of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Encamp- 
ment, April 14, 1937, held in the Hotel Bradford, the Department 
Council met and organized with Louis FE. Winchell, Camp 80 
as chairman; Albert G. Wolff, Camp 89, secretary and Lester 
W. Knox, Camp 15, the third member. 


The following Surety Bonds were established as follows: 


Department Commander .......... $1,000 
Department Secretary ...cceicim+ ess 1,000 
Department Treasurer 4 1,000 


Secretary-Treasurer, G.A.R. Fund .. 1,000 


The State Street Trust Company was approved as depos- 
itory for the General Funds of the Department. 


A donation of $90.00 from the Auxiliary Department was 
placed in the General Fund. 


Decision was made to hold a Mid-season Conference and it 
was held at Brockton G.A.R. Hall, October 30. 


The affair was very successful with a business mecting 
with talks by several of our members, supper provided by the 
Auxiliary and an entertainment. 


We recommend the continuance of this plan. 


The Council appreciates the value of Radio Broadcasting 
as an advertising medium for our Order and have approved an 
added expenditure of $35.35 to complete the series provided by 
our Committee. 7 


To assist the Auxiliary Department Ways and Means 
Committee raise ““A Mile of Pennies”, the Council approved a 
donation of $25.00. 


The Council realizes the serious condition confronting our 
Camps in their attempts to Carry On, during these depressed 


_times and a study of the matter will be made that some degree 


of assistance may be suggested. 


The elimination of members and the non-addition of new 
members will not help to build up this organization. We must 
find a solution that will be practicable. : 
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money for the Department by the 
In pictures was not a success al- 
though no money was lost, while the giving away of $50.00 
provided a net profit of about $80.00 and the Council feels justi- 
fied in the continuance of this plan to ask for donations of 10 
cents for the good of the cause. 

The checking of Quarterly Reports has been taken care of, 
the books of the Secretary have been audited and found correct 
and considerable thought has been given, in an effort to reduce 
the cost of running the Department. 


Two members of the present Council continue to hold office 
and definite steps will be taken to reduce expenses. 


The Council is optimistic and is looking forward to the 
time, not far distant, when this depression will be a thing of 
the past and this country will see'the greatest era of prostea 
in its history. Then will come the awakening of our Order an 
the building up to its proper proportions. 

e Department of Massachu- 
tion of Commander Sweet 


An attempt to raise 
showing of Abraham Linco 


It has been a pleasure to serve th 
setts and have the hearty co-opera 
and Secretary Palmer. 

May the Massachusetts Department soon be No. 1 and lead 
all of the Departments in the Country. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Louis E. Winchell, 
Lester W. Knox, 


Albert G. Wolff, ‘ 
Department Council 


Proposed Budget for 1938-1939 as submitted by the De- 
partment Council for consideration by the Encampment. 


‘Estimated Receipts 


Per capita tax on 4,100 members at 80 cents ...-.+--+-- $3,280.00 
Membership fees on 150 members at SISO ac teeeone oe 1 
Interest on Permanent Fund .. se 

DAleVOMSUPPLIES ices 6 ev eects 22 


DOMAGION SIE © efaraieys ols -s 2 5 A S:sece SRR Se a 
Department Council Activities 


Total estimated receipts ...--- Perret a: 
Estimated Expenditures 

Per capita tax on 4,100 members at 40 cents 
1938 Encampment expenses ....--+--+++-+++- 


1938 Encampment reception ....-..---+2e eee eres 
Membership fees of 150 new members at 50 cents ...... 75.00 
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Salanygot Department Secretary .............008 + 730,00 
Salary of Department Treasurer ........ 50.00 
Dept. Commander's expen to National Encampment — 125.00 
Department Commander's traveling expenses .......- 200.00 
aT eM kc: As sxavervia tap shestchates Wwe erate ee . 150.00 
Printing and Stationery ....... . 140.00 
PGCE ONES, suas = 5 vines a 5 8 abiewblow 4 Fes coeee ee 10.00 
(Cont OF ROSE einige ... 48.00 
Printing proceedings of 1938 Encampment .... . 150.00 
HOE MMLC MME RR oc. s snixestiie is v ocntatanienes «av s.Sucowme ¢ Saree . 505,00 
PW aGI BOM 2 i. imiass & xe wlasaslinveS SM dysyeateem grees te 10.00 
BE CEM tsreaSls < siannienn as xo kacura vais 8 siatetalate : 5.00 
Badge of Past Department Commander ........ oe 8.00 
Telephone service for Department Commander .... 10.00 
Radio Broadcasting expense [Good Advertising] .. 50.00 
MIUDDUGSMIOGO-SALE soci tse pase & ¢ eaadioase ca moe 175.00 
Graves Registration Committee ........0......5 15.00 
MMLC IUCLON fy ssine dad dawned ¢ oeawees yaw ‘ 10.00 
LG LNCALSIM czatensin: 5: svstants dis 6. ol vuenaTns, GS: %, 5 ShGETENRAm = a FERRE OS 20.00 
Wotal estimated expenditures ... sec. snceccesa es $4,281.00 
This suggested budget is recommended as a guide and for 
the purpose of comparison. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Louis E. Winchell, 
Lester W. Knox, 
Albert G. Wolff, 
. Department Council 


Report of Department Chaplain 
David L. Martin, Camp 30, Dorchester 


To the Massachusetts Department Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War: 

Boston, Mass., April 12, 1938 
Mr. Commander: 

As your Chaplain I beg to submit the following annual 
report. I have received a report from 91 of the Camps in the 
State in reference to their activities on Memorial Day. These 
reports have been coming in all through the year, last one re- 


ceived as dated, March 15,1938. But I suppose we can say, 
better late than never. These reports tabulate the following 
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results. Brothers in good standing, 3526; number attending 
Memorial Sunday service, 1388; number attending Memorial 
Day exercise, 1655; Camps furnishing firing squads, 44; number 
of addresses delivered by Sons of Union Veterans, 164+; number 
of Cemeteries covered by Sons of Union Veterans, 635; number 
of flags placed over graves, 45,361 — Civil War Veterans, 42,281 
— other Veterans, 3,080; number of markers placed on graves, 
2,774; number of graves of Civil War Veterans given special 
attention, 42; number of funerals attended, 117 — Civil War 
Veterans, 32 — Camp members, 74 members of allied Organ- 
izations, 14; number of Camps that observed Union Defenders: 
Day, 44; number of Camps that have an organized committee 
no marking graves, 56. Many of these reports are very gratify- 
ing, one with only twelve members and seven of them — at 
Memorial services, decorated four hundred and twenty graves. 
While two Camps have reported that they placed no flags om 
the Veterans’ graves in ten Cemeteries they covered. 


I wish the Camp Chaplains would make use of that part of 
the report that calls for remarks. Some splendid comments 
have been received this way. Frederick Hecker Post 21, 
G.A.R.,on May 28, 1937, buried their last Commander, Henry 
Bumstead, and every member of the Camp attended and fur- 
nished a firing squad. That is good work. Chaplain Charles 
W. Lucas of J. F. Dyer Camp of Gloucester sends in his thirty- 
eighth annual report as Chaplain. He should receive a medal 
for his faithful service. Camp Theodore Winthrop of Chelsea, 
escorted Camp 24, United Spanish War Veterans, and fired three 
volleys over the Graves of the Spanish War Veterans at Wood- 
lawn Cemetery, Everett. A number of the Camps united with 
the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars and cele- 
brated Memorial Day together. This is a good sign and shows 
the real spirit of American patriotism. 


Thanking you for the opportunity as serving as your 
Chaplain. 


Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 


David L. Martin, M.D: 
State Chaplain 
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Report of Department Secretary 
Leon H. Palmer, Camp 79, Melrose 


CAMPS 
Number at close of March, 1937 quarter, 121. None gained or lost. 
MEMBERSHIP 
Number at close of March, 1937 quarter 4,315 
Gains 
Init. Trans. Rein. Total 
June "37 qr. 25 36 8 69 
Sept. 10 3 13 
Dec. 25 1 9 35) 
Mar. 38 qr. to Apr. 9 38 2 ra 47 164 
4,479 
Losses 
i Death H.D. Trans. Drop. Total 
June '37 qr. 30 6 37 89 162 
Sept. 25 2 2 59 88 
Dec. 22 9 4 41 76 
Mar. "38 qr. to Apr.9 25 7 48 80 406 
Number at close of March quarter to April 9 "4,073 
Supply Account 
On hand March 31, 1938 326.18 
Obsolete supplies charged off 4.96 
Sales 254.11 
585.25 
Purchases 242.59 
On hand March 31, 1937 339.50 582.09 
Profit 3.16 
BENJAMIN J. LORING FUND i 
Home Savings Bank Book No. 258021 
Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 804.66 
Interest 17.08 
821.74 
Withdrawal 80.00 
Balance on hand 1936 Encampment 741.74 
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GENERAL FUND 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 


Receipts 
Gift from Auxiliary 90.00 
Per Capita Tax 3377.76 
Initiation Fees 95.00 
Supplies 254.11 
Interest on Permanent Fund 273.75 
From Organization Fund 80.00 
From G. A. R. Fund 500.00 
Bond premiums, Camp officers 7.50 
Encampment Programs 11.50 
From Encampment Ball Committee 3.00 
From Friendly Relations Committee _5.00 
Sale of Gift Tickets 15+.30 
N. J. Dept. Inspection Blanks L78 
Donations to Radio Committee -15.00 
Postage 2.62 
Stationery 56 
Disbursements 
Per Capita Tax 1,679.00 
Initiation Fees 53.50 
Traveling expenses of Commander 200.00 
Premiums on Dept. Officers Bonds 10.00 
Premiums on Camp Officers Bonds 7.50 
Supplies 242.59 
Rent 504.96 
Light 9.03 
Salary Secretary 750.00 
Salary Treasurer 50.00 
Telephone 77.40 
Postage 161.28 
Printing 66.35 
Stationery 65.01 
Expense Commander Nat'l (Enc. 90.16 
Rosters 48.00 
Donation to G. A. R. Mass. Dept. 500.00 
Organization 78.49 
Radio Committee Expense 74.35 
Insurance Premium on Furniture 5.00 
Dona‘n to \Aux.'Dept. W’ys & M’ns Com. 25.00 
Reception and Ball Committee 4.77 
Expense Dept. Camp Instructor 13.00 
Encampment Badges 10.00 
G. A. R. Highway Committee 3.72 
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950.70 


4871.88 


5822.58 


Grave Registration Committee 
Telephone Expense of Commander 
W. R. C. Committee 

Gift and Tickets 

Encampment Programs 
Sesquicentennial Cominittee 
Encampment Stenographer 

Postage to C.-in-C. Banner returns 
Miscellaneous “ 


Balance on hand 1938 Encampment 


Balance on hand 1937 Iencampment 
Interest 


Withdrawal 


Balance on hand 1938 Encampment 


Melrose Savings Bank Book 
No. 23351 

Bal. on hand 1937 Encampment 1780.98 

Interest 


Withdrawal 
Bal. on hand 1938 Encampment 


Hudson Savings Bank Book 
No. 38537 
Bal. on hand 1937 Encampment 3149.16 


Interest 77.07 
3226.23 
Withdrawal 84.83 


Bal. on hand 1938 Encampment 
Charlestown Five Cents Sav- 

ings Bank Book No, 9496+ 
Bal. on hand 1937 Encampment 2159.22 


Interest 64.29 
2223.51 
Withdrawal 64.37 


Bal. on hand 1938 Encampment 
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7.68 
8.90 
2.90 
71.45 
17.00 
98 
59,50 
1.28 
16,29 


PERMANENT FUND 
9158.67 


231.61 


9390.28 


259.38 « 


ACCOUNT IN DETAIL 


1780.98 


3141.40 


2159.14 


4915.09 


907.49 


9130.90 


Boston Penny Savings Bank 
Book No. 101764 
Bal. on hand 1937 Encampment 1569.31 


Interest 38.02 
1607.33 
Withdrawal 57.95 


Bal. on hand 1938 Encampment 1549.38 
8630.90 


500.00 9130.90 


U. S. Government Bond 


G. A. R. FUND 
East Boston Savings Bank Book 


No. 70856 
Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 626.12 
Interest 11.42 
637.54 
Withdrawal 


500.00 


Balance on hand 1938 Encampment 
Respectfully submitted, 


Leon H, Palmer, 
Department Secretary 


137.54 


Report of Department Treasurer 
Fred E. Bolton, Camp 46, Roxbury 


Balance on hand 1937 Encampment 950.70 
Received during bal. Mar. 1937 qr. 135.97 
Received during June quarter 873.76 
Received during Sept. quarter 1506.50 
Received during Dec. quarter 1119.96 
Received in Mar. 1938 qr. to Apr 9. 884.81 4521.00 
5471.70 
Disbursed during balance Mar. °37 qr. 219.87 
Disbursed during June quarter 915.49 
Disbursed during Sept. quarter 1547.65 


1253.85 
627.35 4564.21 


Disbursed during Dec. quarter 
Disbursed in Mar. ’38 qr. to Apr. 9 


Balance on hand 1938 Encampment 
Respectfully submitted, 


Fred E. Bolton, 
Department Treasurer 


907.49 


’ 


Report of Department Counsellor 
Sidney L. Drown, Camp 80, Malden 


April 1, 1938 


Mr. Elias R. Sweet, Department Commander, 
Massachusetts Department S. U. V. C. W., 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


Dear Brother Sweet: 


It has been my privilege and pleasure to have served you 
during the past year as Department Counsellor. 


While there has been very little occasion for my services, , 
T have enjoyed my association with you and the other members 


of your staff. I have also been able to attend Camp meetings 
and other functions throughout the state. 


Fraternally yours, 


Sidney L. Drown, 
Department Counsellor 


Report of Department Patriotic 
Instructor 
Parker B. Chandler, Camp 115, Duxbury, Mass. 


‘ 


To the Department Commander and members of the Fifty-Sixth 


Annual Encampment of Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War: 
It has been an honor and privilege to serve on the Depart- 


ment Commander's staff this year. 


I have taken a great deal of pleasure in looking over the 
various reports, as I have been Camp Patriotic Instructor for 
some time. 

It 
in our 


flags. 


has been my endeavor to teach Patriotism and Loyalty 
public schools and to those who were born under other : 


I have accepted all but one invitation that I have received 
this year. 
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Present at the Dedication of Massachusetts Route No. 6, as. 
Grand Army of the Republic Hig iy at New Bedford, also 
the Dedication of B ridge Park as Grand Army of the Republic 


Memorial Park. 


Assisted at Dedication of a playground to the last survivor 
of the G.A.R. in Plymouth. 


Assisted at Mid-year meeting of the Departiment in Brock- 
ton and at a Patriotic meeting in Marion. 


Present at Camp meetings, receptions, inspections, district 
meetings, etc.. 

At Regional meeting at Montpelier, Vt. 

Commanded Veteran Division of the Tercentenary Parade 


in Duxbury. 

Chief Marshal of the Memorial Day Parade. 

In my July report to the National Patriotic Instructor I 
reported on but 58 camps. I have sent three requests for the re- 
ports of the camps and now report 92 camps and 29 camps not 
reporting. 

In my last report I stated that Camps must have their reports 
in and Per Capita Tax paid or they would not be entitled to 
representation in the Department E nceampment. 
10—12—32—33—39—_45—_53. 
106—107—114—124 


Duxbury 


Camps not reporting: 
6—81—83_ 97 b2 99—103—105 
132—136—141—147—149—161—63. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF CAMP 
PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS 


Schools 

1. Has your attention been called to any discourtesies 
to our Flag by anyone and especially by anyone in 
charge of Public Buildings, Schools, Churches or by 
any Public Official ? 
[a] A flag in poor condition was flown over a_ fire 
house. [b] A hotel left the flag out late at night. 
[ce] An Italian Unit in a parade gave the Facist salute 
to our flag. 
Tf so please explain. 
fa] The Fire Chief was notified and he ordered new 
flags for all Engine houses in the town. [b] The hotel 
keeper was commended for his loyalty in displaying 
the flag and was asked not to leave it up after sun- 
down. He complied with the request. [c] The 
Italian Unit was ignored by all Veteran Units in line 
and condemned openly by the Patriotic Instructor 
in the local newspapers and warned not to do it again. 


Yes. 
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| 
= 


to 


14. 


ne 


. Number of schools or 


. Number of Patriotic 
. What programs have you sponsored in 


. Special activities closing 


. Number of Flags presented to churches or 


. Number 


Do schools have Publie Progsranis? «.s00.. 0.00008 
Give number 
Days progr am held, or special days observed — Feb. 


12, Feb. 22, April 10, iF riday before May 30, July +, 
Oct. 12 and Nov. 11. 

Flags presented to schools 
To churches 
Do schools in your communities py articipate in Memo- 


rial Day Programs 


churches visited by Patriotic 
Instructor, or by those designated by him 
What was accomplished by these visits? Instructions 
in Patriotism. 
Number of pupils participating in 
Observance 
Reported in number 
in city, all schools, most all children in the 
ete. [Which does not give any information] 
Do the laws of your State require the display of the 
U.S. Flag itt the scliool FOOT © oo eicescas cay oe eee eeereie 
Do the laws of your State require the use of the 
Pledge of Allegiance .. 
Programs during 


Memorial 


and several cities 
schools, 


your own 


rious | Patriotic mostly] 
same? — Pledge of Allegi- 


camp? .. 
Type of pr 


ance, etc. 


. Number of camp members attending Memorial Sun- 


day Ser vices 


Roniier of aos oF U nion v eterans making Memorial 
Day Addresses, their names and addresses 


Churches 


» Number of churches displaying the Flags regularly 


[inside or out] 


Sunday 
Schools: biy Canny: 5 sc xs serge 8 os 44 FA seg epeseuge eae oo tee 


. Number of churches or Sunday schools visited by the 


Patriotic Instructor or others under his direction. 


General 


. Number of Special Programs for the G.A.R. members 
. Number of 


Patriotic Programs to which the public 


was invited 
of Monuments, 
Civil War Veterans in the Commaniny served by 
Be SUE ¥ A sass. a wu deaseandeanie wipe &@ assendedecnm ma. a dnansieehe 


1301 
1869 


56 


ios} 


4, Number of new Memorials, Tablets, etc., erected 
during the year .....-.... see eee eee ee 6 


No objectional books have been reported in the schools and 
the teachers as a whole are patriotic. 


Many impressive ceremonies are being carried out by the 
schools and I believe that the schools should be visited more 
frequently, by the members of the Camps and Patriotic Pro- 
‘grams arranged between the school officials and the camps. 


A few camps offer prizes for the best Patriotic essay, ete. 
Fraternally yours, 


Parker B. Chandler, 
Department Patriotic Instructor 


Report of Department Inspector 
Fred Ela Warren, Camp 3, Somerville 


To the Department Commander and Members of the Fifty-Sixth 
Annual Encampment: 


Of the 121 Camps in the Department, 84 have been inspected 
by the District Commanders or, in a few instances, by Brothers 
designated by them, while 37 Camps have not been inspected, 
for various reasons. I have received information from some of 
the Inspectors relative to a few of them which will be of interest 
and value to the Department officers. 


_ The reports show many Camps to be in “excellent” condi- 
tion, some “good”, some “fair” and some “poor”. Numerically, 
many are not strong and attendance is small, much smaller than 
is desirable. Many activities are reported, however. Most 
Camps have only small funds in the treasury, while some have 
several hundred dollars cash, and one Camp has over $10,000. 


rs 


The inspection work in most of the 23 districts has been 
well done, in some of them completely done ,and T thank all 
of the District Commanders and their assistants for what has 
been performed. 


It has been a pleasure for me to serve again as a member 
of the Staff and I appreciate the courtesy of Department Com- 
mander Sweet in so designating me, and also thank Department 
Secretary Palmer for his friendly cooperation. 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF CAMP INSPECTIONS 


Number of Camps in Department .........-.... 121 
Number of Camps Inspected ...........-.5- 84 
Percentage of Camps Inspected 70% 
Number of Camps Rated 100-95% [excellent] 46 
Number of Camps Rated 94-90% [good] 16 
Number of Camps Rated 89-80% [fair] 12 
Number of Camps Rated 79-70% [poor] 7 
Number of Camps Rated less than 70% [very poor] 3 
Number of Camps not Inspected 37 

— 121 


Camps not Inspected: 10, Marshfield Hills; 12, Hingham; 
21, Lawrence; 29, Watertown; 31, Newtonville ; 32, South Brain- 
tree; 33, Amesbury ; 34, Wakefield; 41, Waltham; 45, Arlington; 
46, Roxbury ; 47, Norwood; 49, Natick: 54, Medford; 63, Hollis- 
ton; 66, Woburn; 71, Northboro; 72, Salem; 77, Needham; 84, 
Randolph; 87, Peabody ; 89, Brighton; 99, Shelburne Falls; 100, 
Hanover; 103, West Newbury; 106, Charlestown; 108, Pittsfield; 
117, Beverly Farms; 121, Northfield; 129, Haverhill; 132, Carver; 
134, Monson; 136, Palmer; 142, Rockport; 145, Roxbury; 149, 
Manchester ; and 161, Holbrook. 7: 


Respectfully submitted, 


Fred Ela Warren, 
Department Inspector 


Report of Department Publicity Secretary 
Wilfred H. Libbey, Camp 127, Westboro 


To Department Commander Sweet and the members of the 
Fifty-sixth Encampment of the Massachusetts Department of 
the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


I have continued this year, as before, to use every oppor- 
tunity possible to secure news, both for the Banner and for the 
Military Column in the Boston Sunday Globe. 


I could easily use much more news if it were sent me. The 
items sent me for the Globe are all too few. Some of the 
brothers are very faithful, but I am sure much more good would 
come to our Order if more notices of coming events were sent 
to the Publicity Secretary to be used in the paper each week. 
I wish to thank those who have sent in their items and especially 
to thank the Military Editor of the Globe for his cooperation. 
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By .. mal 


The items for the Banner are necessarily more or less old 
because of the two months interval between papers. I have tried 
to give what publicity I could to every camp so far as the news 
comes tome. Some of the brothers are very faithful in sending 
the news from thier camps but much more could be used. 


I wish to thank all who have helped in this way, also ta 
thank Brother Holbrook for his helpfulness. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Wilired H. Libbey, 
Department Publicity Secretary 


Report of Department Camp Instructor 
Addison A. Quinn, Camp 81, Chelsea 


To the Officers and Members of the Vifty-sixth Annual En- 
campment of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 

The only change made in our Ritual at the National En- 
campment held in Madison, Wisconsin, was the matter of ballot- 
ing. It now takes four or more black balls to reject a candidate. 


It was intimated that some day a new edition of the Ritual 
may be printed and until this time comes there is not much that 
can be done regarding changes that we all know would be bene- 
ficial to the work of our Order. Department Commander Sweet 
has urged me to write a new Ritual for our Order that may be 
presented to a National Encampment for adoption in the near 
future. This matter I am now working on and will welcome 


g 
any suggestions or ideas that any brother may care to submit for 
consideration. 

Two Schools of Instruction were held this past year as 
follov January 15, Hanover, and Jaunary 29, East Hampton. 

Both schools were well attended and keen interest was mani- 
fest in the proper rendition of our Ritual, It was very gratify- 
ing to have those present take an active part and from the many 
questions asked proved beyond any doubt that better work in our 
Camp Rooms is still desired. I wish this feeling might exist 
in general all over the State. 

Brethern, it is obvious, if we expect to favorably impress 
our candidates with the importance and real need of our Organ- 
ization we MUST perform our ritualistic work in as near an A-1 
manner as possible. 

Officers, may I once again urge the importance of giving 
the lessons of Patriotism, Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty in an 
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impressive and understanding manner. Remember the tmpres- 
sion you make on your candidates as to the real value of our 
Order will bea lasting one. 

It is with regret. Department Commander, that P find it 
necessary to report that 10 Camps receiving notice of the above 
schools being held for some reason we not represented. — I 
will gladly furnish vou with the names of these Camps upon 
request. I feel that, especially, Officers of Camps in districts 
where these schools are held should consider it part of their 
obligated duty to attend. 

May I repeat a statement T made last year? “The attrac- 
tiveness of our Camps and the success of our Order depends, 
First, on the interest and activity of elected and appointed 
officers in their work. Second, on the support and attendance 
of members”, With the above combination working together 
nothing can stop our progress. 


Camp officers, please watch your Opening and Closing cere- 
monies. It is just as essential that this part of the work be 
done well as any other part of our Ritual. 

Credit for the Schools held this year is due to the activity 
or District Commanders Everett Atwood and John Emery and 
Department Organizer Paul Gasset. and | take this opportunity 
of sincerely thanking these brothers for their interest in. the 
work of our Order. My thanks also to Department Commander 
Elias R. Sweet and all other Past National and Department 
Officers who attended these schools and aided in their success. 
To all District Commanders who cooperated in arranging these 
schools be assured that I am grateful for your help. 7 

To Nelson Lowell Camp No. 100 of Hanover and Captain 

. A. Loomis Camp No. 57 of Easthampton who so kindly furn- 
ished their quarters, including a collation for the meetings, I 
extend my sincere thanks as well as that of the Massachusetts 
Department for the courtesy extended. 3 

Only these two sections of the State that signified they 
wanted schools of instruction were visited this year as T feit 
it useless to try and arrange schools unless I was assured that the 
interest was there and a well attended meeting would be held. 
Only $13.00 has been used this year for traveling expenses. 

Department Commander Sweet, I] wish to thank you again 
for having the opportunity of serving with you. It has indeed 
been a great pleasure. TI cannot help but feel that these schools 
can be of great value to our Order and I only hope the demand 
for them will be much greater during the coming year. 


Pledging for the future as I have in the past my continued 
interest and support, I remain : 
Fraternally yours, 
Addison A. Quinn, 
Department Camp Instructor 


Report of Department Organizer 
Paul C. Gasset, Camp 69, Pembroke 


6 Arthur St., Whitman, Mass. 
March 22, 1938 


Commander and members of the Fifty-sixth Encampment: 


My report as your Department Organizer is without results 
as no opportunity has been presented to me of a community 
desiring the organizing of a camp. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Paul C. Gasset, 
Department Organizer 


Much progress has been made in the formation of a State 
Camp to be located in Boston. 


Report of Chief District Commander 
George Wm. Kimball, Camp 81, Chelsea 


To the Officers and Brothers of the Fifty-sixth Encampment: 


I hereby submit the report covering the activities of the 
District Commanders of the Massachusetts Department. Many 
of these Department Representatives have cooperated with me 
to the fullest extent in making their districts worth while and 
a credit to both our beloved Order and respective, communities. 
Others have even failed to respond to the numerous letters sent 
them, thus allowing their Camps to fall by the way-side. 
The following District Commanders, I thank for their part in 
doing the best they could under most trying circumstances. 

Brother Leon E. Howland, an active member in the Order 
for over 40 years, reports, Camp 39, North Adams, is a fine camp 
but members have lost the real camp spirit. Impossible to get a 
real leader for Commander; those who should take the reins, will 
not. Last member of G.A.R. joined the American Legion, 
turned over the work and’ willed the Post property to them, thus 
the Camp has lost interest in the real work on May 30th. Camp 
was inspected on March 15th. Camp 108 Pittsfield is making 
every effort fora comeback. Is looking forward to getting more 
members. Camp 97, Adams lost a few members through an 
unfortunate happening but is making every effort to replace 
them. Camp was inspected March 27th. 
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Brother John W.'Emery. All camps in his district [15, 44, 
48, 57, 60, 76, 83 and 120] have been inspected. Have paid three 
official visits to each camp. Camp 83 of Belchertown was re- 
turned to Brother Emery’s district. All Camps are working har- 
moniously with the Allied Orde Card parties are the most 
popular means of obtaining funds. All Camps hold an out- 
standing annual event. Average inspection rate was 96%. Held 
a school of instruction in January. tlave made several visita- 
tions with excellent results. . 

Brother William F. Moore. !<ach Camp in his district have 
had an official visit. Three Camps have been inspected. Camp 
47, Norwood made three visits and found meeting hall not open. 
No meetings. Commander will not issue a call for a meeting. 
Suggest Department call a special meeting inviting all members 
and former members, having live speakers that will put ginger 
into the members and thus assist them in Carrying On. Camp 
51, Jamaica Plain. No real life. Commander will not call meet- 
ings and Camp in electing officers put the same Commander 
back thus retarding new life in the Camp. No inspection held 
as Camp did not have a quorum present. Camp is financially 
strong. Camp 58, Hyde Park was officially visited three tim 
Camp has had its internal troubles, but through the efforts of 
Brother Moore, same has been straightened out to the satisfac- 
tion of the majority and with a live ambitious Commander and 
anew hall to meet in Camp will progress upwards. Camp 74, 
Milton is in fine condition. Have an average attendance at 
meetings of 12, Financially strong. Camp inspected March 
16th. Have cordial relations with all patriotic organizations in 
Milton. Camp 77 of Needham do not hold meetings regularly, 
only three or four making their appearance. 7 : ‘ 

Brother Millard F. Brown. Camp 35 of New Bedford is 
making gains. Have taken in one new member and two or 
three prospects, mostly young men. Camp 90, Fall River have 
taken in two members Brother Brown has inspected every 
Camp and development is looking fine at the present time. He 
reports on the Grave Marking Committee in his district is about 
1200 [NEW] out of a possible 4500[NEW] in the State. He 
is pleased with the inspection marks each camp obtained. 

Brother A. E, Freeman states Camps 67 and 69 have beer 
inspected. 

Brother Everett M. Atwood. Camp 11 is very active, ob- 
serving all patriotic days. Camp 32 is also doing nicely and 
attends to all their duties as faithful patriotic Sines. Camp 50 
has a good number of young members. Camp 100 runs along 
very steadily keeping their place among the organizations in 
the town and getting new members every year. Camp 116 
holds interesting meetings, always having something worth while 
and at most meetings they initiate new members. Camp 143 is 
still progressing and attended the school of instruction. 
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Brother Ernest W. Foley. Camps 28-40-68-82 are all small 
‘camps but active and financially strong. Camp 28 has charge 
of G.A.R. work. Several have 50 members. Camps take part 
in community affairs and cooperate with the allied and patriotic 
orders. 


Brother Arthur W. Simington. [eld an open meeting at the 
hall of Camp 3, Somerville and which proved a great success. 
Camps 14, 56 and 3 have been inspected. Camp 45, Arlington, 
is making a comeback and have adopted a Pay-as-you-Go plan 
which has proved successiul. Camp 29 at Watertown is finan- 
cially strong and are making every effort to increase its mem- 
bership. Camp 41, Waltham wishes to carry on but it needs a 
spark to ignite its former activity. 

Brother Fred W. Butler. He has been a real live wire and 
a great help to the Department. He has held the following open 
meetings which proved a great help to stimulate new life into 
the camps attending samc. Good speakers were in attendance 
and a fine array of talent made cach mecting a success. On 
January 10, held an open meeting at hall of Camp 80, Malden; 
March 8th, another open meeting was held at hall of Camp 106, 
Charlestown. This was the first event for Camp 106 for several 
years and old timers were in attendance. Brother Butler had 
two orchestras at his open meeting in the hall of Camp 1 
Camp 54 of Medford has taken on a new lease of life and will 
meet monthly in a new hall, Main street, Medford. Brother 
John H. Miller, the Commander, is making every effort to bring 
back this camp to a healthy condition. Camp 81 of Chelsea is a 
real live outfit with William S. Henry a member of 47 years as 
its Commander, Have taken in one new member and with more 
on the-waiting list. Camp takes charge of all G.A.R. work 
and takes an active interest in all patriotic work. Was inspected 
on March 28th. Camps 62 and 80 are most active and assist in 


all worthwhile affairs. 

Brother Fred T. Waugh. Camp 66 of Woburn held an open 
meeting March 3rd with favorable results. Camp 79 of Melrose 
is very progressive and is financially strong. Camp 104, Saugus, 
held an open meeting January and which proved very successful. 
Camp 105, Lexington, is still holding on but it needs a helping 
hand from other camps in the district. Camp 105 held an open 
meeting April 5th and Brother Waugh is inclined to think it was 
a great means in putting new life into the camp. Camp is active 
on the Allied Veterans’ Council at Lexington and on April 19th 
it cooperates with the town in having a mammoth__ military 
parade and with 100 or more Sons in line. Camps 79 and 104 
have been inspected with good ratings. 

Brother Walter R. Crowther. Camps 35, 105 and 22 have 
been visited and installed, and are in good shape and doing good 
work, Camp 17 of Brockton was paid an official visit and in- 
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spected. Camp is very active. Camps were inspected as follows: 
Camp 144, Bridgewater on March 3; Camp 150, New Bedford on 
March 10th; Camp 35, New Bedford on March 15th and Camp 
22, Marlboro on March 23rd. 


Brother Lester D. Hobson. Camp 88, Scituate, is in excel- 
lent condition. Inspected and received 976. Camp 115, Dux- 
bury is ona par with camp 88 except for attendance at meetings. 
Inspected and received 100%. Camp 132, Carver keep their 
bills paid but do not meet very regular. Held no inspection. 
Camp 10 of Marshfield, is badly off and condition might require 
the surrendering of their charter in the near future. Camp 12 
cof Hingham is like Marshfield. Per capita tax has been paid 


by the Department by Camps 10 and 12 but a district commander 
spends out more money than is paid by these Camps and his 
personal time show no results for his labor. 


Brother William P. Hawley. Camp 05, Athol is in an excel- 
lent condition, alive, regular meetings and something doing all 
the time. Took in three new members at inspection. Others 
inline. Camp 20, Colrain, is in fine condition. Going strong. 
Camp 7, Greenfield and Camp 53, Orange are just keeping their 
heads above water. No vim or enthusiasm. Camp 121, North- 
field has had no meetings. Only a few members on roster. Camp 
99, Shelburn Falls cannot get the members out and is in poor 
shape. District Commander Hawley suggests a Brother spend 
a couple of days in Greenfield, a good sized Camp could be made 
as there are many eligibles in the town. The latter two Camps 
have held no inspections. 


Brother Nathan Rice. Camp 147 Shrewsbury is negligent 
about meetings but is financially strong. Its Commander is 
Auditor of the Town and promises real action. Camp 85, Web- 
ster, only have 20 members and only about 6 attend any of their 
monthly meetings. Election was held December 14th. Camp 
71, Northboro held election November 13th. Camp is live and 
active. Camp 112, Oxford have 10 present at meetings and 
members are interested. Camp 32 has 39 in good standing. 


s Brother George R Shepherd reports that he has visited all 
his camps. 


Brother William F. Homan. Camp 24 inspected. Camps 
117, 192, and 149 fail to correspond. Camp 6 of Beverly was 
inspected April Ist. ‘ 

Brother William B. Richardson. Camps 78 and 109 in- 
spected. Other camps have given no answer to many requests. 
Camp 78 of Lowell is in very good condition as is the Newburyport 
Camp. West Newbury and Amesbury camps are nearly inactive 
and only hold meetings when they so desire. Lawrence Camp 
meets on Saturday therefore District Commander, owing to other 
duties, could not visit camp. Haverhill Camp refused to have 
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an inspection, stating it would not be bothered getting the books 
together. District Commander Richardson suggests that some- 
thing should be done with this district, stating some camps 
should be disbanded or merged with other camps. 


I have been extremely happy to have served the Depart- 
ment in my humble way. To those good and true brothers who 
have assisted me in building up our good Order, I extend my 
sincere thanks. My appreciation is also extended to Depart- 
ment Commander Sweet and Department Secretary Palmer for 
their cooperation in making my office bring results, for without 
the assistance of faithful Brothers, | could have accomplished. 
nothing. 


Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 
George Wm. Kimball,, 
Chief of District Commanders 


Chelsea, Massachusetts, April 4th, 1938. 


Report of Committee on Officers’ Reports 


Your committee on Officers’ Reports has carefully gone 
over all records submitted and is now in a position to offer the 
following report : 


All officers and committees have presented full reports of 
, 2 alte 

the year’s work which shows, beyond a doubt, that there is still 
a great deal of interest in the Massachusetts Department. 
Department Commander 

_. The report of the Department Commander shows a year 
of cae work and we sincerely trust that the individual members 
oe a Department will appreciate the sacrifices he has made and 

© their bit to assist in the building up of our Order. 
oe aa the Commander's report we find five recommendations 

nd : move the adoption of the recommendations for the com- 
mittee if there are no objections. 


/ ae ig the interest money from the Permanent Fund be 
ransterred to the General Fund as has been done, in the past. 


pe That an appropriation of $75.00 be made which may be 
used to cover necessary expenses of Radio Broadcasts. 


3rd. ; That an appropriation of $10.00 be made to cover tele- 
phone expense of the Department Commander. 


4th. That the Grave Marking Committee be continued. 
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5th. That a committee be appointed by the incoming Com- 
mander to settle once and for all the question of uniforms. 

Each of these five recommendations has been approved by 
this committee. 


In the Commander's report, under the heading Per Capita 
Tax, he makes this statement, “I believe the issue we must meet 
sooner or later is the amount of money paid to the National body 
by the Massachusetts Department as to per capita tax. I 
believe a 5097 reduction is in order, that we might assist weak 
camps and also to build a fund for organization wor Our 
delegates to the next National Encampment should act as a unit 
and recommend a reduction in the per capita tax.”” [This com- 
mittee voted favorably on this declaration and we submit it to 
this Encampment for action. ] 


Department Secretary 

The Department Secretary's report shows great care and 
accuracy which characterizes that officers faithful and painstak- 
ing service to this Department. 


A full report was made for the mid-season Conference Meet- 
ing held at Brockton, October 30, 1937. The committee agrees 
that such meetings as these are a great help to the individual 
camps of the Department. 


Department Treasurer 

The report of the Department Treasurer, while brief, plainly 
shows that our financial standing is $43.00 behind the balance of 
last year. We know that our financial interest is in good hands. 


Department Senior and Junior Vice Commanders 

The reports, of the Senior and Junior Vice Commanders show 
that they have faithfully performed their duties and they should 
be commended for their endeavors. ‘ 


Department Council 

The Report of the Department Council shows that they are 
a well organized body and that they have given plenty of thought 
and time to the preparation of the budget for the coming year and 
if their plans materialize there is nothing we can say that will 
praise them too much. ; 
Department Organizer 

The report of the Department Organizer is short and to 
the point but it appears that there is plenty of work along this 
line to be done. : 


Department Chaplain, Patriotic Instructor and Inspector 

The reports of the Department Chaplain, Patriotic In- 
structor and Inspector have what you may say a direct relation 
to each other. They all tell the same old story of the lack of 
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interest and cooperation shown in about of our Camps. 
The reports are complete in all details and represent a great deal 
of hard work and patience. These officers are worthy of con- 
‘siderable praise. 
Chief District Commander 
The report submitted by the Chief District Commander is 
one that should be read by every member of this organization 
to fully appreciate the fine work that this officer has performed. 
It is regrettable that time does not permit its reading as it out- 
lines the entire work of all your District Commanders and the 
results obtained. 


Department Radio Committee 

The report of the Department Radio Committee is a com- 
plete summary of the work that has been performed this year 
and we should fully realize the possibilities in it’s practice. We 
are indeed fortunate in having a brother who is so well qualified 
to carry on this work. 


Department Camp Instructor 

The report of the Department Camp Instructor is certainly 
a chapter of good sound advise and we would advise the in- 
coming Commander to read it carefully as its contents will 
surely help in the progress of the Order. 


Department Publicity Secretary 

The Department Publicity Secretary has faithfully — per- 
formed his duties for the year. He states that he could use more 
material in his work. The Camps should cooperate with this 
officer and in so doing assist him in bringing the activities of the 
Order before the public. 7 


Department on Grave Marking 
The report of the Committee on Grave Marking is one that 
makes us realize that this is a tremendous task. Some progress 
has been made but it will take the assistance of every Camp in 
this Department to make this undertaking a complete success. 
We would suggest that the in-coming Commander and Depart- 
ment Secretary cooperate with this committee to further this 
cause. 
Department Counsellor 
The re 
been willing to assist whenever called upon. 
can be expected of anyone. 


port of the Department Counsellor shows that he has 
This is all that 


Fraternally submitted, 


Chester A. White, chairman 
George E. Derby, 

Lester D. Hobson, 

Harold P. Shepardson. 
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Department Radio Committee Report 


A series of dramatic programs produced last year marked a 
departure from the long familiar speaker program. For this 
new type of radio presentation your committee had to provide 
actors who read from script. After a considerable search for a 
competent, inexpensive script writer, we secured the services 
on unusually favorable terms of an instructor in one of Boston’s 
schools of expression. Actors from this and one other similar 
school, with the gencrous cooperation of Station WHDH, carried 
our 13 “True Blue Stories” to listeners far and near. 


That these episodes which reflected various Civil War ex- 
periences of our Boys in Blue sizeably increased our audience, 
is undoubtedly true. Trained observers as well as listeners in 
numerous New England localities have furnished convincing 
evidence on that point. Of unusual interest were two of these 
responses. That valiant warrior, Gen. William F. Bartlett, who 
is memorialized by a statue facing the Hall of Flags at the State 
House, was made the hero in two of the episodes. A letter 
from Miss Betty Bartlett of Westwood, revealed that she was 
the grand-daughter of the illustrious general. More substantial 
than words of appreciation was the check she forwarded to us. 


Miss Mary B. Forbes of Milton, testified to her hearty 
commendation of our “True Blue Stories” and sent usa generous- 
sized contribution. These donations enabled us to reduce the 
cost of preparing the script, our chief expense, for the radio 
series. 


As for speaker programs we held the following observ- 
ances: Memorial Day, two presentations over WCOP when His- 
torian Albert Bushnell Hart and G.A.R. Past Senior Vice 
Commander-in-Chief William H. Wormstead were heard; 
Lincoln's Birthday with a half-hour program from WBZ studio, 
addres by Professor Hart and Fred W. Cross, State Archivist, 
of the Adjutant General's office, were interspread with appropri- 
ate excellent recordings ; and the anniversary of Edward Everett 
Hale’s birth, through the WHDH microphone, featured a dra- 
matic reading from." The Man Without a Country”, by Sherwood 
Keith, well-known educator in dramatic expression. © 


An official connected with the Boston outlet of an important 
radio network recently offered this arresting comment on our 


“True Blue Storie “Your episodes may appropriately convey 
news to your listeners”. Though at first that sounds strange, 
the association of events of the 1860's with news, when we con- 
sider the striking contrasts that may be brought out in a Civil 
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War episode with those of today, such as uniforms Union 
soldiers wore, guns and ammunition they used, means of convey- 
ing orders and messages, Southern customs, types of naval 
vessels, etc., this information interwoven with the action of the 
stories, clearly provides news interest for the audience, especially 
among younger listeners. 


In giving our broadcasts we have steadily kept in mind 
youthful Americans. With the winning of their interest in 
stories that make more realistic, more definite, the happenings 
of three-quarters of a century ago, is a probable solution of the 
gravest concern our Order faces today — its future. The idea 
is worthy of more than this mere mention. — [=ntertainment, it 
is commonly recognized in radio’s realm, is the big word. 
And in presenting a program, among other points we have to 
remember, historical facts must be handled skilfully to avoid 
giving an over-dose to the average listener. He can shut us off 
at will. 


Newspaper publicity has greatly aided us in arousing the 
public’s interest in our programs and securing a larger audience. 
To the Globe, the Post and the American radio and other editors, 
is due a large measure of our gratitude. The several ‘radio sta- 
tions we have mentioned deserve much more than a mere “thank 
you”; for without their facilities which they generously accorded 
your committee we would never have been able to make familiar 
to many thousands of people the cause which our fathers told 
to great visible audiences as well as innumerable school children. 


oe The Boys in Blue are almost gone. We must tell their story, 
ee other way is there to reach grown-ups and growing-ups 
than through that modern marvel, the mirerophone? 


7 , 5 : 
2 You may be interested to hear from the listeners themselves. 
*tere are a few typical comments: 


ful for the excellent story and music”...... “Our grandchildren 
See ee much pleased with Saturday's “True Blue 
= See: T think [T.B.5.] the best feature of the station's 
schedule”...... [From High School pupil] “I receive a great 
deal of information about the historic characters and incidents 
of the war, told more vividly than I read in my history. | I like 
to feel such heroic deeds will never be forgotten”... “Your 
radio programs have great historical value and should prove 
very helpful to school children”. ..... “T want you to know how 
interestingly I fel€ the facts we So much peace talk today 
that all should be reminded of what it cost to gain the privileges 
we enjoy’......“Again I enjoyed [T.B.S.].. The information 
they convey is needful and they are more than interesting” 
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“T like these short dramas of the Civil War. They stir 
memories of the experiences my two Union soldier uncles used 
to tell me”. 

A notable program occurred May 16th at New Bedford 
as a part of the dedication of the G.A.R. Highway. Over 
station WNBH were heard Department Commander of the 
G.A.R John E. Bronson, State Auditor Thomas H. Buckley 
[of Camp 67] and a representative of the Mayor of that city. 
Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief William L. Anderson 
was master of ceremonies. 


H. Harding Hale, 
Dan L. Martin, M.D., 
Fred E. Warren 
Department Radio Committee 


Report of Grave Marking Committee 


To the Officers and Members of the Massachusetts Department 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War in Convention 
assembled: 


Greetings: 

The Grave Marking Committee of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War submits the 
following report of their activities since the last Convention, 
1937, ior your approval and acceptance :— 

Total number of graves listed, 4181, as follows: 


Camp 2, 818; 11, 388; 26, 1008; 37, 241; 40, 218; 45, 141; 
57, 109; 74, 184: 77, 109; 117, 41; and by Roger Hanners, 924. 


Letters from the following Camps with the number of graves 
cared for are: 1, 2438; 3, 219: 7, 398: 15, 1140; 22, 419; 50, 341; 
52, 408: 65, none; 66, 536; 90, 1060; 109, 1500; and 116, 83. 
Total, 8542 graves. 

Expense Account for the year :— 

July 13, 1937 Postage 
November 30, 1937 Postage 
January 19, 1938 Postage 
January 19, 1938 Stationary 
March 11, 1938 Postage j 
Repairs to Typewriter 


Total Expense $7.68 
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Approximate number of Ietters sent out, 210. 


Approximate number of hours consumed copying lists re- 
ceived, 418, or 52 eight-hour days. 


Average cost to Department for cach grave listed, 1/5th 
of a cent. 

Brother Hanners has sent in lists of graves not covered by 
any particular Camp, totaling 924+, and has been actively inter- 
ested in securing and placing Government gravestones at the 
graves of 219 Veterans in his particular vicinity during the 
past four years. 

I wish to recognize at this time, my wife Mrs. Ella A. 
Osborne, as having been a very faithful and willing assistant 
to me in the copying of the lists as received from the various 
Camps. She has given me many hours of her time. I believe 
that she is to be commended for the help that she has given 
to me and incidentally to the Massachusetts Department. 


This committee wishes not to make any recommendations to 
the Encampment regarding the furtherance of this work, nor as 
to any appropriation. 

Experience gained at the last Encampment, where was 
heard many criticisms regarding the work and expense involved, 
prompts us to leave the matter wholly up to the Convention 
Delegates to do as they see fit. The Convention is to be the sole 
advisor in matters pertaining to this committee. 


We leave an unused balance of $42.32, from the appropriation 
Which may be placed back into the General Account of the 
Department if the Convention so decrees 

Thanking all Camps that have in any way helped to make 
our work lighter and to those individual members that have been 
instrumental in helping us to secure the grave's lists, we leave 
all the wishes of the Convention. 


LaForest E. Osborne, Chairman, 
Roger Hanners. 
Committee on Grave Marking, 
Mass. Dept, S. U. V./GRRWE 


April 11, 1938 


Supplementary Report of Grave Marking Committee 
From April 11, 1937 to April 11, 1938 


Grave List from Camp 22 Middleboro with 515 names 
Grave List from Camp 29 Watertown with 353) 
Total 868 
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Previously reported 4181 

Total number reported to date 5049 
Number reported April 13, 1937 5780 
Number reported April 11, 1938 5049 

Total to date 10829 
Expense to Department [1937] $15.67 
Expense to Department [1938] 7.68 

Total expense to Department $23.35 


Respectfully submitted, 


LaForest E, Osborne, Chairman, 
Mass. Dept. Grave Marking Committee 


Report of Reception and Ball Committee 


Elias R. Sweet, Department Commander, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the C. W. 


Dear Commander Sweet: 


I_ beg to submit, the following as a report of the Reception 
and Ball Committee. 


The committee of the Sons met with a like committee of 
the Auxiliary, holding two meetings to make necessary plans. 
The reception s held in the Bradford Hotel, National and 
Department Officers of both organizations were present as 
well as Department Officers of other patriotic and  veterat 
organizations. The ‘‘Trooping of the Colors” was conducted by 
W. L. Anderson, Sr. and there were 175 flags in the trooping- 
A grand march was held in which 100 couples took part. 
most enjoyable evening was had by all until 12 p.m.. Waldron’s 
orchestra furnished the music. 


Expenses: 


Music $35.00 
Printing 10.00 
Flowers 15.00 
Tips 1.60 

62.40 
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Tickets at door 10.50 


Net Expenses $51.90 
Auxiliary $25.95 
Sons 25.95 


$51.90 


Respectfully submitted, 


William L. Anderson, Sr., Chairman 


Report of the G.A.R. Highway Committee 


Elias R. Sweet, Department Commander, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 


Dear Commander Sweet: 


_ I beg to submit the following as a report of the Grand Army 
of the Republic Highway Committee. 


_ The Highway Bill introduced in the House of Representa- 
tives in Senate by the chairman of this committee was passed 
by both branches of the state government and signed by Goy- 
ernor Hurley on Lincoln's Birthday, February 12, 1937. Shortly 
aiter the committee arranged a dedication of the highway on 
Sunday, May 16, in the City of New Bedford, which day was 
also the anniversary date of the Battle of Champion's Hill, 
which was fought in 1863 and many Massachusetts regiments 
Were engaged in this outstanding fight. 


._ William O. Fuller, Past Department Commander, was ap- 
ae local chairman and with his assistance a very fitting 
held ee ee rennet a Prior to the dedication a parade was 
Mayas Nees Ov. C. Battalion had the right of line with 
platoon of aie Cc. Person as Chief Marshal. There was a 
band fuuntoh ies at the head of the parade with the high school 
Was Rosdea ne uaa for the first division. The second division 
Amerisaa Ten the: WW -P.A. Band followed by Post it of the 
aad see ote with Commander Francis A. Doyle in com- 
"Anaeiltans ee Tae the various units of the American Legion 
ee oia Cicil a unior Legion Auxiliary, Sons oi L nion Veterans 

- ar and their Auxiliary, the Spanish War Veterans 
and Members of the Grand Army of the Republic riding in 
automobiles. The parade ended at Bridge Park, which was 
also rededicated at the same time and called Grand Army of 
Fe eeuNls Park by the Mayor of New Bedford. “The 
a geod exercises started at 3 p.m. Guests on the reviewing 
stand were Commander Bronson, Department Commander of 
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the Grand Army of the Republic, Honorable Thomas H. Buckley 
State Auditor representing the governor, William L. Anderson, 
Sr., who introduced the Highway Bill and the originator of the 
idea, Elias R. Sweet, Department Commander of the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, Elizabeth Lemmelin, Depart- 
ment President of the Daughters of Union Veterans, Ursula 
Shepardson, Department President of the Auxiliary to the Sons 
of Union Veterans, Leon H. Palmer, National Committee Man, 
The Department President of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
Elizabeth Blake, and other distinguished guests from various 
organizations. Twelve G.A.R. Comrades were in attendance. 
During the ex s airplanes from the Fairhaven Airport flew 
overhead as their tribute to the occasion. A red, white and 
blue ribbon was hung across the highway and as the ribbon was 
cut by Comrade George N. Alden of New Bedford, a salute was 
fired by the local battery. The marker bearing the name of 
the highway was then unveiled and the Comrades of the Grand 
Army of the Republic entered autos and were the first to pass 
over this Memorial Highway. Mayor Leo E. J. Carney gave 
a banquet at the close of the exercises to the Vetera s. guests 
and National Committee, during which time a radio broadcast 
was conducted at Station WNBH by Past Department Com- 
mander H. H. Hale. The speakers were Commander Bronson 
of the G.A.R.. State Auditor Thomas H. Buckley, William L. 
Anderson, Sr., H. H. Hale and Alderman Eccleston of New 
Bedford. Mr. William Deakin sang appropriate songs. The 
Committec is glad to report that this highway has now reached 
the State Line of Towa and a bill is before Congress requesting 
that this memorial be continued to Los Angeles, California. 
The Boston Delegation met at Mattapan Square and were 
transported to the exercises in busses and private cars under 
escort of the State Police. 


Respectfully submitted in Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 


William L. Anderson, Sr., Chairman 
Fred FE. Bolton, P.C.-in-C. 

Leon H. Palmer, Dept. Secretary, 
Thomas H. Buckley, Past Commander 
Edward H. Nutting, Past Commander 


Committee on G.A.R. Highway 


Report of Committee on Restoration 
of Past Rank 


Lawton Camp 97 
Sons of U. Veterans 
Adams, Mass. 
March 29th, 1938 
Mass. Dept. S. of U. V. 


Sir and Brothers: 

By vote of Camp 97 we request the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment to restore the rank of Past Commander on our Brother 
Frank J. Butler, who was a Past Commander of Henry W. 
Hallock Camp 47 of Plainfield. Mass. 


This was disbanded in 1904. 
_ He held the office of Commander in 1902 and 1903. One 
of our faithful workers here. 
Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L., 


E. D. Howland, Secretary, 
Adams, Mass. 


*. Howland 
. _Joined Camp 97, June 9, 1930. Camp 33, Plainfield, organ- 
ed December, 14, 1900; disbanded, June 30, 1906; Commander, 
1903-1904, Suspended and dropped February 11 1905. 
Not approved. 
E. H. E. Moran 
Frederick P. Hawes 


Commander: 


On April 26, Brotherhood Day will be observed throughout 
the country. Its purpose is to foster tolerance and friendship 
among persons of all colors and creeds. Appropriate exercises 
will be observed on that evening at Faneuil Hall, Boston, Our 
paper would appreciate the official approval of the idea by your 
organization at that afternoon’s mecting. An endorsement, set 
ol resolutions, or appointment of a few delegates to attend the 
Faneuil Hall meeting would suffice. Many thanks. 


Maurice H. Sullivan, 
Boston American 
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Resolutions 


April 13, 1938 
Harvard College, 
‘Cambridge, 


Mass. 
Gentlemen: 
Whereas our attention has been called to the fact that 


Harvard University as appointed Granville Hicks as adviser to 
Students in American History: 


And whereas The Harvard Crimson is quoted as saying 
“Tt establishes the worthy principle of hiring teachers who 
openly admit their radicalism and shames the group of govern- 
ment and economic section men who while propagandizing in 
their class-rooms try to conceal their political sentiments” 


Therefore, be it 


Resolved that we, the Sons of Union Veterans’ of the Civil 
War in Convention assembled, in view of the aroused com- 
unistic beliefs of said Hicks, deplore the action of Harvard 
College in appointing him advisor to students in American 
History, believing that his political views can contribute nothing 
to the great traditions of American History and be it further 
resolved that a copy of this Protest be sent to Harvard College. 


Chelsea, Massachusetts, April 5th, 1938 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-sixth Annual En- 
campment of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War: 


Greetings: 


RESOLVED: That this Organization composed of rep- 
resentatives of fourteen camps of Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War wish to present to the Department Encampment 
calling upon its Delegates to endorse legislation increasing the 
date of granting pensions to widows of Civil War Veterans, 
from 1905 to 1913 thus assuring the few widows of the “Boys 
in Blue” adequate money thus keeping them off our Welfare 
Agencies. Only wives who were married prior to June 27th, 
1905 can now draw a pension, unless a veteran dies while in 
line of duty. We feel, as Sons of Noble Sires, that those who 
have been a wife of a Civil War Veteran for twenty-five years 
or more is entitled to a pension. During the last days of our 
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Civil War Veterans, these noble women cared for them. If 
these women married during recent years, with the thought ot 
securing a pension, we would condemn any pension legislation, 
in their behalf; but to those who have shared the joys and 
sorrows of Our Fathers and Grand-Fathers for twenty-five or 
more years should receive a pension from our Government. 


Fraternally yours, 
Addison A. Quinn, 
President 
Attest: 
George Wm. Kimball, 
Secretary 


March 14, 1938 


Fifty-sixth Annual Convention held at Boston, Mass., April 
13th and 14th, 1938. 


Brothers : 


Brockton, Mass., 


Whereas, William L. Anderson has achieved much good 
work as a member of the Department and as Department Com- 
mander, especially the splendid work in obtaining the naming 
of Route 6 at G.A.R Highway, throughout nearly the entire 
United States 


Resolved: 

That members of Camp 17 in regular meeting assembled 
hereby endorse Past Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief William L. 
Anderson for the high office of Commander-in-Chief at next 
session, 

Be it further resolved that this Convention go on record 
as endorsing William L. Anderson for this high office. 

William \W. Flaskell, Commander 
Lawrence O. Jones, Secretary 
Camp 17, S.of U. V. C. W. 


Resolution Committee : 
John McGlone, 
Irwin FE. 
James E. 


Anderson 
Rogers 


Thie Roe A i . err f 
This Resolution is a tribute to an enthusiastic member oi 
our Department and Order, to which no exception will be taken. 
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Any action taken by our Department affecting other De- 
partments as well, must be viewed from a wider perspective; and 
so we find the following situation: 


sachusetts has furnished the Order with a Commander- 
in the recent years of 1910, 1919, 1926 and 1934 The 
latter served until September, 1935; since which time Hlinois and 
New York have each furnished such an officer. 


Unless no other Department has a candidate, Massachusetts 
should remain in the hack-ground for several years yet before 
asking for more than lesser positions. 


We concur in the tribute to the enthusiastic member of 
our Department referred to, and to the progress being made by 
the committee of the Order which he heads. 


We do not believe that it would be wise, or fair to other De- 
partments to present a candidate for Commander-in-Chief again 
so soon after having had one elected, and so we recommend, 
“no action at this time”. 


To the Massachusetts Department 
of the Sons of Union Veterans 


Charles Russell Lowell Camp No. 9, Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War have voted and passed on an “Arm Insignia” 
to be worn on the shoulder of the left sleeve as per sample that 
one of our delegates has submitted, namely, Walter Richardson, 
Senior Vice Commander. 


E. L. Cheny, Secretary 
By Charles H. Warren, Commander 
Recommend reference to the Committee on Uniforms to 
be appointed. 


Adopted by Camp No. 36 of East Weymouth, at a 
regular meeting held, April 1, 1938 at Town Counci! 
Chamber, Town Hall, East Weymouth. 

Whereas it appears that the State of Massachusetts requires 
each Town, City or State Departments, to purchase the FLAG 
of our country only through the Prisons, where it is made by 
prison labor,,under a penalty of $100.00 fine for the officer of 
any Town, City or State who fails to do so, and 
whereas we understand that Massachusetts is one of the few 
states that make such a requirement, 

Therefore Be It Resolved: That we ask the Massachusetts 
Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, to take 
the necessary steps to bring this matter to the attention of the 
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Legislature, asking them to so amend Chapter No. 127, Section 
No. 60 of the General Laws of Massachusetts relating to that 
subject, that the Flag of the United States of America shall be 
exempt from the requirement of that act. 

Be it Further Resolved— 

That to class the flag of our nation among the items generally 
produced in prisons, is not showing proper respect, inasmuch as 
it is required to be made by those who have defied the laws that 
it is expected to protect. That to require that flags that float 
over our public buildings, schools and institutions, must under 
penalty of the law, be made by its enemies, is not proper or right 
and should be discouraged. 


Be it Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be 
presented by our delegates to the Department Encampment to be 
held in Boston, April 12th and 13th, 1938. 


Ernest A. Smith, Camp Commander 
Robert W. Pratt, Delegate 


Regarding the proposal to make the manufacture of Flags 
for our public buildings exempt from the requirements on other 
articles for similar uses being manufactured under the direction 
of the Commission of Correction, we do not deem advisable to 
carry to the extent of an attempt to change the laws of our 
Commonwealth, and therefore recommend “non concurrance”. 


_ Regarding. the manufacture of Flags by prison labor, we 
believe that this matter has had a lot of thought by a very 
enlightened group of officials, and before condemning their policy 
i would be better to know more of the reasons why this is being 

one. 


_. We therefore recommend “non concurrance” at this time, 
with the suggestion that the matter be gone into direct with 
the Department of Correction and a more complete report of 
the situation be presented at a future Encampment. 


WHEREAS we, members of the Massachusetts Department 
of the Grand Army, Woman's Relief Corps., Sons of Veterans 
and other allied military organizations believe that a nation’s 
strongest defense lies in the maintenance of her religious faith 
and the spiritual values flowing therefrom, and 


WHEREAS we note that the quality of life in any nation 


is in direct ratio to the way in which Sunday is used in that 
nation, and 
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i 


WHEREAS, the divine commandment reads, “Remember the 
Sabbath Day, to keep it holy”. Not merely an hour of the 


Ce but the entire day to be kept different from other days, 
ei 


RESOLV ED: That we protest the suggestion made by 
the Mayor of Woburn, Mass., to have a public Town Election 
on Sunday, April 24th; That we consider voting on Sunday to 
be a wholly un-American idea, without precedent in our country; 
to be more pagan than Christian; and to be dangerous to all 
that is of greatest value in our American Life. Fi 


[This was not signed and not acted upon. | 


Commander Sweet:—I am sure you are waiting to hear 


from our Commander-In-Chief of the G.A.R Comrade A. H. 
Mennett. 4 


Commander-In-Chief A. H. Mennett:—Commander and 
Officers of the Department and Sons of the Uuion Veterans of 
Ae Civil War, It Is a great pleasure to be presented here today. 
BCE cand my con Seopa ae, a 
for our Sons a very successful future Te : at te pete 

ery st ‘ you want to be the 
legal representative of the G.A.R. and have entire leadership 
of the G.A.R. you will have to do just what your Department 
Commander has recommended in his recommendation for mem- 
bership. Many Departments are very lax in membership. It 
behooves the entire membership of the United States of the 
Sons of Veterans to do just what he has recommended you 
shall do and if you do that, I think in the years to come you will 
be in a better position in membership than you are today. I 
am very happy to be here and I compliment you on your 
splendid Convention. It will be something for me to talk about 
and remember. We have everything to ‘encourage us for our 
National Encampment. Everything is very favorable. I would 
like to have as many Sons as possible at that Encampment in 
Des Moines on September 4th next. I think T qvill now sing 
for you “The G.A.R. Button”, [Applause] [Sings “Camping 
Tonight on the Old Camp Ground” as an encore | i. 


_ Commander Sweet:—I am sure we have received great 
inspiration from the message and song of our Commander-in- 
Chief. Past Commander Lincoln, we would like to hear from 
you. 


_ Comrade Lincoln :—I was never so happy as I am today, 
with my status in the G.A.R. and I am glad to see you all. 
{thank you. [Applause] 
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Commander Sweet:—I am going to ask Past Commander- 
In-Chief Dr. E. W. Homan, to make the response. 


Dr. E. W. Homan :—Responded. 
[Comrades Mennett and Lincoln withdraw | 


Guide:—Commander, I present to you Comrade Burns of 
the G.A.R. and Comrade J. S. Mitchel of Post 121 of the 
G.A.R. 


Commander Sweet:—We will just hear Comrade Burns. 
say a word. 


Comrade Burns:—I am giad to present myself here. I just 
wanted to get in to see you and am surprised to see so many of 
you. I am 92 years of age and expect to go to Gettysburg. It 
thank you. [Applause] 


Commander Sweet:—Comrade Mitchel of the Hyde Park 
Post will now speak to us. 


Comrade J. S. Mitchel:—Boys, I am very much pleased to 
be down here today. We have had a very successful Convention 
and have adjourned until tomorrow. We had 18 Comrades 
present and all seemed to be happy and expect to be here next 
year. We have forty-one Posts in Massachusetts with one 
member and some make their regular reports to headquarters. 
My Post has three members. I thank you. [Applause] 


Commander Sweet:—We will just have a word now from 
our neighboring state, Rhode Island. 


Past Department Commander Reavy :—Department Com- 
mander, Comrades of the G.A.R., my Brothers, I am 
travelling as a lone ranger today. I could not let this occasion 
go by without making my annual visit to Massachusetts and 
this Encampment. I will be pleased to have you boys at our 
tncampment on the 26th of April. 1 bring you the greetings 
of the Rhode Island Department and my own greetings that you 
may have a successful Encampment and the coming year may be 
a wonderful one for you. I thank you. [Applause] [Comrades 
of the G.A.R. retire] ' 

Commander Sweet:—At this time we will have nomination 
of Officers with no speeches. 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—May we have a roll- 
call of the Officers? 
Commander Sweet:—Will the Secretary call the roll? 


Secretary Leon H. Palmer :—Sir, the entire staff is here with 
the exception of Treasurer Bolton and Brother Quinn, who was 
here earlier. 


[50] 


Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—I presume we can go 
ahead with the Reports of Officers and Committees? 


Department Commander Sweet :—Yes. 


__ Secretary Leon H. Palmer:—I have a nice bundle of Reports 
if you want them all read. 


_ Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—I move that the roll 
of officers he called for those reports and each officer will indicate 
if his report contains recommendations or resolutions and that 
they be read now. 

: Secretary Leon H. Palmer :—I have gone through every one 
these reports and outside of the report of the Commander 
there is not a single resolution. Nevertheless they are open to 
ispection 1 anyone wants to look at them. i 

Brother Guy Richardson [P.D.C.]:—I move all the reports 


that have not been read be referred to the Committee on Reports 
without being read. [Carried] 


Brother Chester A. White[ P.D.C.]:—Will the Committee - 


on Officers Reports mect me in room 1237 at the end of this 
mecting? 

Secretary Palmer :—I have here several resolutions. The 
first comes from North Metropolitan District Association endors- 
ing the Legion increasing the date of granting pension — to 
widows. There is one from Camp 17 of Brockton endorsing 
William L. Anderson as Commander-in-Chief at the next session 
of the Commandry-in-Chief. Then there is one from Camp 36 
of East Weymouth, regarding the purchase of flags only 
through the prisons. ' 


Commander Sweet:—What is your pleasure for these 
resolutions ? ‘ 

Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]:—I move that they be 
referred to the Committee on Resolutions. [Carried] 

Secretary Palmer:—I have a request for the restoration of 
past rank for Frank J. Butler. 

' Commander Sweet :—If there are no objections I will refer 
this to the Committee on Restoration of Past Rank. Hearing 
none, I so declare it. 

Brother Harry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—The Budget would be 
a recommendation and I think I would move the proposed 
Budget which we would act upon be read. [Carried] 


[Secretary Palmer reads the Budget] 


Brother E. W. Homan [P.C.-in-C.]:—There is one item I 
would like to ask the Council to explain and that is, “Council 
Activities”. What do they consist of? 


[51] 


Commander Sweet:—Brother Winchell please explain. 


Brother L. E. Winchell [Dept. Council]:—The expected 
deficit was over $300 last year. This year the Council felt 
where there was a deficit of $251.00 that we should include that 
item, classing it as Council Activities. This the Council will en- 
deavor to raise. There was some activity this year to raise 
funds, a Moving Picture of Abraham Lincoln, which was not 
successful. Today the Council has here at the Encampment sub- 
scription books and are going to ask members if they will take 
these books, asking for donations to the good of our Order at 
10e a ticket. The Council will give three awards, $10, $15 and 
$25 to those selling the most ticke That answers the ques- 
tion as to what are Council activit The Council feels very 
strongly that the printing of verbatum remarks should be cur- 
tailed. We have curtailed Encampment expense, cutting it 
from $75 to $45 and we feel we can cut our overhead. Therefore, 
we have reduced the deficit of about $75 between last year and 
this and the Council hopes to raise the deficit of $251 which is 
simply your balanced proposed burget. 


Commander Sweet:—Is there any other buisness to come 
before the Encampment? If not we will proceed to the nomina- 
tion of officers at this time with no speeches. 


Brother E. W. Homan [P.C.-inC.]:—It gives me_ great 
pleasure to present the name of Parker B. Chandler for Depart- 
ment Commander. [Seconded by several] 


_ _A Brother :—I place for nomination the name of Le Forest 
I. Osborne for Department Commander. [Seconded by several 
brothers. ] 


Commander Sweet:—Are there any further nominations 
for Department Commander? If not I declare the nomination 
for Department Commander closed. We will proceed to the 
nominations for Senior Vice Commander. 


Brother C.H.E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—It gives me pleasure to 
place for nomination for Senior Vice Commander the name of 
John W. Emery of Camp 57. [Seconded by several] 


_ Brother Walter Richardson [9]:—I wish to place for nom- 
ination the name of Russell Trask for Senior Vice Commander. 
j Seconded by several] 


: Commander Sweet :—Are there any further nominations for 
Senior Vice Commander? Tf not we will proceed to the nomina- 
tions for Junior Vice Commander. 

Brother Walter Richardson [9] :—I take pleasure in present- 


ing the name of Cecil Cheney of Camp 9 for nomination as 
Junior Vice Commander, 
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————————_ —_— —_— —_—_ 


Brother Frank W. Brock [65]:—I wish io place the name 


of Herbert C. Davenport of Camp 65 in nomination for Junior 
Vice Commander. [Seconded by several] 


_Commander Sweet :—Are there any further nominations for 
Junior Vice Commander? If not we will proceed to the nom- 
inations for Department Council. We have one brother of the 
Council retiring this year, Brother Knox. 


Brother Brown :—I would like to place the name of Walter 
B. Scott for Department Council. [Seconded by several]. 


_ A Brother:—I would like to place the name of Lyman 
Littlefield for Department Council. [Seconded by Several] 


Brother Pratt [36] :—I should like to present the name of 
Ernest A. Smith for Department Council. [Seconded by several] 


Brother Morse:—I nominate Millard F. Brown for Depart- 
ment Council. [Seconded by a brother] 


Brother Rule:—I move you the nominations for Depart- 
ment Council be closed. [Carried] 
Commander Sweet :—There is one vacancy on the Trustees 


of the G.A.R. Fund. Harry Sisson, P.C.-in-C. retires and nom- 
imations are now in order for that member. 


Brother Guy Richardson [P.D.C.]:—I nominate Brother 


Sisson for Trustee of the G.A.R. Fund. [Seconded by one or 
two brothers] - 


Brother Louis E. Winchell:—I move the nominations for 
Trustee of the G.A.R. Fund be closed. [Carried] 


Commander Sweet:—We are entitled to 42 delegates and 
the nominations are now open for delegates. 


_ Brother C. H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I move you the nomina- 
tions for delegates be in writing and submitted to the Secretary. 
[Carried] 

__ Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.:—Ii it is proper at this 
time I would like to submit the report of the Radio Committee. 

Commander Sweet :—You may. 
Brother H. Harding Hale reads report. 


Commander Sweet :—lIs there any further business to come 
before the Encampment? 


Past Dept. Commander Reavy of Rhode Island:—A vety 
dear friend of this Encampment, Frank L. Barrows, lies dan- 
gerously ill and is in bed. I am going to ask that this Encamp- 
ment should go on record that they will send a letter or a post- 
card to Past Department Commander Barrows, wishing for him 
a speedy recovery. 
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A Brother :—Brothers, I move you that the wishes of Past 
Department Commander Reavy of Rhode Island be granted. 


Brother A. B. Howland [50]:—I would like to second that 
motion. 


Commander Sweet:—It is a vote and I so declare it. 


Commander Sweet:—lIs there any further business to come 
before this Encampment? If not, we will stand adjourned until 
9 o’clock tomorrow morning. 


Encampment adjourned at 4 p.m. 
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SECOND SESSION 
Wednesday Morning, April 13, 1938 


The Second Session was called to order by Department 
Commander Sweet at 9 o'clock. 


Commander Sweet:—The Officers will take their respective 
stations. 


_, Commander Sweet:—Brothers, the second session of the 
Fifty-Sixth annual Encampment will now come to order. 


Commander Sweet :—Guide, will you take up the pass-word 
and ascertain if all are eligible to remain. Brother Bradley will 
assist. 


; Guide :—Aifter due inspection I find that all Brothers are 
entitled to remain. 


Commander Sweet :—At this time I am going to ask Brother 
John E. Berry [116] to lead us in prayer. 


Rev. John E. Berry [116]:—Oh, Lord, our heavenly Father, 
we would come and call joyfully on thy name. We thank thee 
that thou dost take notice of the affairs of men. We thank thee 
that thou hast watched over us as a Nation from the very begin- 
ning and supplied our needs. Bless this session of the Sons of 
Veterans in all their deliberations and all the business of this day. 
Amen. 


Commander Sweet :—Will the Color Bearer present the flag 
and we will give the allegiance to the flag. 

Commander Sweet:—At this time I will have Department 
Secretary Palmer call the roll of officers. 


Secretary Palmer :—Sir, the roll is called with absentees 
Brothers Chase, Wolfe, Gassett, Libby, Warren and Bolton. 


_ Commander Sweet :—At this time we will listen to the Com- 
mittee on Officers’ Reports. 


Brother Chester A. White [P.D.C.]:—In view of the fact 
that the Council wanted to cut down the cost of the proceedings 
we thought we could condense them, but due to all the material 
put in we could not cut them down as much as they had wished. 

( 


[Reads report] 
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Commander Sweet:—You have heard the recommendations 
contained in this report. You have heard the recommendation 
regarding the per capita tax. What is your pleasure. 


Brother C.H.E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I move the adoption of 
the action of the Committee. [Carried] 


Commander Sweet:—You have heard your Committee on 
Officers’ Reports; what is your pleasure? 


Brother W. S. Richardson [9]:—I move you the report be 
accepted. [Carried] 


Brother Charles H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—We have a com- 
munication from Camp 97 of Adams, Mass. regarding Brother 
Frank J. Buter. He served as Commander in 1902 and 1903; 
the Camp suspended him in 1905 and he was out of the Order 
24 years. This Camp requests that his rank be restored but 
this Committee recommends that this ought not to pass and I 
so move you, Commander. 


Brother Addison A. Quinn [P.D.C.]:—I second the motion. 
[Carried] 


Commander Sweet:—Brother Weiler, are you ready to 
report? 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—I would be if there 
were any members of the Committee present. There are only 
two of us, therefore we cannot function yet. 


Commander Sweet:—I will appoint Brother L. D. Hobson, 
Brother R. L, Smith, and Brother Addison A. Quinn. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler:—Will the complete committee 
meet me in the lobby outside? 


Commander Sweet:—Are there any other reports? 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—There is a little secret between 
the Commander and myself, about a certain public official who 
has really been rendering us a service for about twenty years. 
The State Archivist in the Adjutant General’s office has prepared 
eight volumes of records of the Veterans of the Civil War and 
other patriotic organizations and there is now an ind arefully 
checked and re-checked of those who served in the Civil War on 
the Union side in Massachusetts. Fred W. Cross is too retiring 
and it is time we should give him some recognition. I move you, 
Commander, that Fred W. Cro State Archivist, be invited to 
address this Convention upon his arrival. 


Brother H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I second the motion. 
[Carried] 


Commander Sweet :—Is there anything to come before the 
Encampment? 
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Chairman of the Credentials Committee:—We are ready to 
report. Those in attendance yesterday afternoon numbered 
148 delegates. 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—Commander, Mr. Cross is wait- 
ing outside. 


Commander Sweet:—Escort him to this platform. 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—It is my supreme pleasure to 
present just now Fred W. Cross, State Archivist and of the 
Adjutant General's office, who for the past twenty years has 
been in the service of the Sons of Union Veterans. 


Commander Sweet :—At this time I am going to usk Past 
Commander H. Harding Hale to introduce to you a Brother who 
has been of great service to the Department of Massachusetts 
and every Camp who has sought his services. 


Brother H. Harding Hale:—Commander and Brothers, to 
be able to sift the chaff from the wheat of events of three 
quarters of a century ago requires more than an ordinary faculty 
and the gentleman who is about to address you has, in am 
eminent degree, that faculty. He is a man who wants facts. 
I want him to tell you about the sort of service he has been 
rendering. I take pleasure in introducing to you Brother Cross- 


Mr. Fred W. Cross:—Friends of the Sons of the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, I am very glad to come here this 
morning. I believe it is the first time I have ever had the 
pleasure of speaking before this Organization. I have always 
been very much interested in the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War and I say that with sincerity. You have a great 
deal to be proud of and I have a very great interest in the sur- 
vival and the prosperity of this Organization. I came to the 
Legislature about 1914 and after five years service was placed in 
the Archives Division of the Adjutant General's office. During 
the past twenty years T have had bound or re-bound about 1300 
volumes of archives and records of the Adjutant General’s 
office. In 1923 my present work was turned over to me by 
Adjutant General Jesse J. Stevens; by 1929 we had the work al 
compiled and finished and ready for the printer. The first 
volume came out in 1931. Since that time we have been able 
to get out about one volume a year until this year we got out the 
index volume. This only attempts to index those who have 
served in the Army, all arranged alphabetically. A set is Pro- 
vided for every Public Library and Branch thereof and every 
Historical and Antiquarian Society of the Commonwealth and 
sets may be had by the Sons and Daughters of Union 
Veterans. It is a very great satisfaction to me that the 
work is done and I hope it will be satisfactory to those who use 
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it. It has been a pleasure to serve you in some ways. I wish 
for your Organization continued interest and prosperity and 
that as time goes on it will: increase im numbers and in interest. 
Thank you. [Applause] 


Guide :—I have a Comrade who wishes to greet this Conven- 
tion, Comrade E. J. Biddle. 


Commander Sweet:—Present him to this platform. 
1 


Commander Sweet:—Prother Cross is going to introduce 
this Comrade to us. 


Mr. Fred W. Cross:—Mr. Commander and friends of the 
Organization of Sons of Union Veterans, as I saw this gentle- 
man approach the rostrum my interest was excited. I find that 
he is probably the last survivor of Robert G. Shaw’s Fifty- 
fourth Massachusetts Colored Regiment. It is a very great 
pleasure and honor to me to introduce to you Comrade E. 
George Biddle, Chaplain of the Massachusetts G.A.R. and the 
last survivor of that wonderful 54th Regiment. 


Comrade E. J. Biddle:—Mr. Commander and Sons of 
Veterans, I am in here through a mistake but I am glad to be 
here when I look into the faces of the Sons of Veterans. I 
remember that the officers of the 54th Regiment were the cream 
of this state. You men are samples of that regiment, men who 
were friendly to the negro race and [ am glad to meet you. 
[Response was made by Brother Guy Richardson] 


Secretary Palmer, at the request of Commander Sweet, 
responded to Mr. Fred W. Cross and made the following motion: 
I move that this Department give Mr. Cross a vote of thanks 
for all he has done for this organization. [Carried] 


Comrade Biddle and Mr. Cross retire. 


Commander Sweet:—Have any committees anything to 
report at this time? 


Brother H. Harding Hale [P.D.C.]:—Your Committee on 


Constitution and By-Laws has had many suggestions but have 
nothing to report. 


. Brother William O, Fuller [P.D.C.] :—Your Greetings Com- 
mittee to the Sons of Union Veterans Auxiliary has performed 
its duty and so advises you. 

Commander Sweet:—Thank You. 


Brother George W. Goode [46] :—Your Greetings Commit- 


tee to the Womans Relief Corps report they have performed 
their duties. 


Commander Sweet :—Thank you Brother. 
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Commander Sweet:—Are there any other reports? 


Commander Sweet:—\Ve have within this building an 
organization that has held a meeting and they have asked us 
to bring this matter before the meeting as Americans. On 
April 25th, Brotherhood Day will be observed throughout the 
country. Its purpose is to foster tolerance and friendship 
among persons of all colors and creeds. Appropriate exercises 
will be observed on that evening at Faneuil Hall, Boston. “Our 
paper would appreciate the official approval of the idea by your 
organization at this afternoon's meeting.” What is your pleas- 
ure in regard to this? : c 


Brother F. E. Richardson [90] :—I make a motion that we go 
on record as approving. [Carried] 


Brother C. W. Goldthwaite:—Regarding per capita tax, 
could we adopt some plan to help the Camps out whereby we 
could take care of Brothers who cannot afford to pay per capita 
tax? 


Guide:—Commander, there is a delegation of the Ladies 
of the G.A.R. awaiting admittance. 


Commander Sweet:—Admit them. 


Guide :—It is a very great pleasure to present to this En- 
campment Ethel C. Ross, P.D.P., Department Counselor of the 
Mass. Department of the Ladies of the G.A.R. 


Guide :—I am honored in presenting Mrs. Cathleen Kolster, 


Past Circle President of the Ladies of the G.A.R. 


Commander Sweet:—Brothers. it is indeed a pleasure 0 
present to you one who for one year, when she was Department 
President of the Ladies of the G.A.R. I had the pleasure of 
associating with and again she has come here to greet me for the 
second year. Our year was very happy and I think that you 
boys have not had the great fortune I have had of having s0 
many bosses in our official family. This is my first boss, Miss 
Ethel C. Ross, Past Department President of the Ladies of the 
G.A.R. 


Miss Ethel C. Ross:—Commander and members of this En 
campment, I am very happy and it is a great pleasure to be here 
with the greetings of my sisters. My association with Com- 
mander Sweet was very enjoyable. It has always been very Won 
derful for me and T hope as time goes on we will all become 
more acquainted. Commander Sweet, at this time I want o. 
present this gift from my Department President with | best 
wishes for a very happy and harmonious Convention. This 1s 4 
little personal gift from myself and I want to thank you so 
much for the gift you sent me last year. I wish for the in- 
coming officers everything that is good. Thank you. [Applause] 
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Commander Sweet:—Please convey to your Department 
President my sincere thanks for the gift and our pleasant year. 


Commander Sweet :—Brothers, may | present to you Mrs. 
Cathleen Kolster, Past Circle President of the Ladies of the 
G.A.R. 


Mrs. Cathleen Kolster:—Commander, Sister Ross and Sons 
of Union Veterans, it is a privilege and honor to carry the greet- 
ings of our organization to you. I do hope you will have a real 
nice Convention and wish for the incoming officers a very happy 
year. [Applause] 


Brother William O. Fuller [P.D.C.] at the request of 
Commander Sweet, responded to the Ladies of the G.A.R. 


The Ladies of the G.A.R. retire. 


Secretary Palmer:—There has been a resolution handed im 
at the door. It is on yellow paper, unsigned. Does anyone 
recognize it? It should be properly signed. However, I will 
read it if it is the pleasure of the Department. 


Brother H. E. Moran:—I move it be read. [Seconded by 
several | [Carried] [Secretary Palmer reads it. | 


Brother Palmer:—This is a protest against the town 
election on Sunday, April 24th, in Woburn, Mass. There is 
nothing here that gives us any information as to whether the 
G.A.R., the Woman’s Relief Corps or any other organization 
has sponsored it. We have no information that it is the desire 
of the other organizations. We can say what we want to do 
about it but cannot tell about the other organizations. 


Brother William O. Fuller [P.D.C.:—Is there a brother here 
who can vouch for it? 


Secretary Palmer :—It is still unsigned. 


Brother William O. Fuller:—I move you it be referred to 
the Resolutions Committee. 


Brother H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I second that motion. 
[Carried] 


’ Brother William O, Fuller [P.D.C.]:—This morning 1 
listened to the Report of the Council and their report of a deficit 
which brought t5 my mind that last year Camp 81 of Chelsea 
brought forth a resolution that the first three officers of the 
Camp receive a diploma at the expense of the Department. If 
that were carried out as in the past it would mean $100. Your 
resolution committee concurred in this resolution and an amend- 
ment was made and carried whereby the Department would 
furnish a certificate at an expense of $35 to the Department over 
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the year. I move you that that action of the campment last year 
be rescinded and go along as we have until our finances warrant 
a better proposition. [Seconded by a brother] [Carried] 


Commander Sweet:—In regard to the remarks of a few 
minutes ago by Brother Goldthwaite regarding the per capita 
tax, we regret that this Convention has no authority to change 
this. This is a National affair. We can, at the National Con- 
vention, instruct the delegates of Massachusetts to go on record 
with the National body, of making some provision for these 
members. I hope Camp 3 will put into the Department a 
resolution to that effect. 


Brother C. W. Goldthwaite [3]:—My idea was to get some 
expressions of the [ccling of this Encampment. 


Brother G. E. Fitz [81]:—I would like to ask if the State 
Department could not send out letters to each Camp and get the 
status of each man and the State Department find some way to 
take care of them. FH 


Brother Leo Hamilton [17]:—It would be a good idea, if 
there is a W elfare Committee of the Camp, to let them run one 
or two whist parties. That would take care of the per capita 
tax. 


Brother C. H. Perry [94]:—A year when I was in Encamp- 
ment here I brought this same subject to the floor. There should 
be something done to hold our members. I approve of what 
this Brother has said, that some action should be taken. 


Secretary Palmer:—May I remind Brother Perry of the 
motion he made last year, that the Department stand the ex- 
pense of this kind among delinquent members, and not the 
National. We think ourselves that the National should make 
a reduction in the per capita tax and if they would do that the 
Departments could also, but the matter of dues and tax is @ 
Camp problem and it does seem as if a Camp of 25 members 
should be able to handle its own problems. 


Brother E. L. Phillips [34] :—In regard to delinquent mem- 
bers, I have belonged to this Camp fifty-one years and my 
opinion is if you take a brother who wants to join the Camp 
and he is interested in it and pays his dues, he is worth four times 
those who come to the Camp and are delinquent in their dues. 


Brother George B. Cushing [115]:—We have brothers who 
are behind and some who have never paid a cent since they 
joined. At the same time they could come in and there is noth- 
ing in the Constitution and By-Laws to stop them. TI believe 
if something is done at the National Encampment it would 
stop a great deal of that trouble. 
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Commander Sweet:—Has the Committee on Resolutions. 
anything to report? 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—Your Committee on 
Resolutions has only a partial report. We will have the bal- 
ance after lunch. This message [holds up yellow sheet] was 
sent out to us and we presume it has been read but I will read it 
again. Your Committee believes it should be referred back 
to the Encampment until such time as it may be signed and 
presented either by a Camp or a member and we so recommend. 


Commander Sweet :—What is your pleasure? Signify in the 
usual manner. It is a vote and I so declare it. 
Brother R. W. Pratt [36] :—You have all heard this resolu- 


tion read. I am sorry it has not been signed but I think that 
resolution should be signed by two members here and pushed 


through. If another brother will sign it I will too. Voting on 
Sunday does not set right. It is un-American and non- 
Christian. 


Secretary Palmer:—May I ask if the brother signs this, 
can he vouch that it is the idea of the G.A.R., Woman's Relief 
Corps and other allied orders? 


Pratt:—In that case I could not sign it. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—We have a resolution 
from Charles Russell Lowell, Camp No. 9 with reference to an 
Arm Insigna. Your Committee recommends the reference of this 
communication to the Committee on Uniforms, to be apointed. 


Commander Sweet:—What is your pleasure? 


Brother Charles H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I move the ac- 
ceptance of the report of the Committee. [Seconded by a 
brother] [Carried] 


Brother Henry F. Weiler :—This resolution is in reference to 
Pensions for widows of Civil War Veterans. Your Committee 
concurs in the resolution and moves its adoption. 

Brother C, L. West [62] :—I move it be accepted. [Seconded 
by a brother] [Carried] 

Brother Henry F, Weiler [P.D.C.]:—Camp 36 has put in 
a resolution regarding the manufacture of flags by prisons. 
This resolution is in two parts, first that we bring this matter 
to the attention of the Legislature and ask that Chapter No. 127, 
Section No. 60 of the General Laws of Massachusetts relating 
to that subject, be amended, so that the Flag of the United 
States of America shall be exempt from the requirements of 
that act. With this part of the resolution your Committee 
recommends non-concurrence at this time, with the suggestion 
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that the matter be gone into direct with the Department of 
Correction and a more complete report of the situation be pre- 
sented at a juture encampment. 


Commander Sweet :—On the first part of this resolution, 
what is your pleasure? 

_ Brother E. A. Smith [36]:—At present our flag is classed 
with chairs, brushes, ete. ete. We are asking this Department 
to go on record and the matter brought to the Legislature that 
this Chapter 127 Section 60 be amended and that our flag be 
exempt from the requirements of this Act. The penalty men- 
tioned is what we cannot understand. I find the Committee 
has separated our resolution and I do not know what authority 
they have for doing that. Two years ago we made the same 
recommendation and it did not pass and we are trying to put it 
through again. I am asking you to pass this resolution over the 
head of my good friends on the Committee because I think it 
would be for us a piece of work that would receive the commen- 
dation of all patriotic bodies of Massachusetts. 

Brother C. L. Coombs [80] :—In my town I never heard of 
anyone buying flags from the Commissioner. 

Brother E. A. Smith:—I know plenty have never bought it, 
but what we want is to remove the requirement of that Act. 

. Brother C. L. Coombs [80]:—Why don’t you force the 
issue of bringing the towns before the Commissioner and have 
them penalized? 

Brother E. A. Smith:—I am not interested in what the 
towns and citics in Massachusetts have done, I am simply inter- 
ested in what this Department is going to do. 

Brother E. A. Cross [1]:—I would like to say here, since 
the G.A.R. Hall has become the property of Lynn, I have had 
three flags and they have been bought, and they said they had 
to be bought by the city officials from the State’s Prison. 

Brother C. A. White [P.D.C.]:—I wonder if the passing of 
this resolution would stop the making of the flags in prison. 
That was the main thought in making this resolution. If the 
passing of that resolution will not stop the making of flags im 
prisons why spend our energy on this proposition? Why not 
put it into something we are sure we can carry out? The 
American flag should not be made by these Reds and criminals 
and these people that are in the prisons. 

Brother Williams :—Our feeling is that the flags should not 
be manufactured by the Prisons. 

Brother Allan B. Howland [50]:—I think Brother White 1s 
right. I believe that the article regarding the penalizing © 
towns should be done away with and allow them to purchase 
the flag anywhere. I move we go ahead and consider this 
resolution as a whole. 


[63] 


Brother Henry F. Weiler:—The Committee on Resolutions 
non-concurs on the first part. It is perfectly proper to take it 
as a whole if you wish. 


Commander Sweet:—Do you want to have the second part 
read and vote on it as a whole? 


Brother Henry F. Weiler reads second part. 


Brother Weiler:—Your Committee recommends non-con- 
currence at this time. 


Commander Sweet:—You have heard the two parts read 
and your Committee recommends its non-concurrence. What 
is your pleasure? 


Brother Chester White [P.D.C.]:—I move it be accepted. 
[Seconded by several brothers] ' 


Brother E. A. Smith:—\Why haggle over this when we are 
merely asking Massachusetts to remove our flag from the pen- 
alizing act? 


Brother Weiler:—There is more to it than appears in the 
resolution or in the report of the Committee. When we salute 
the flag we do not think of who makes it. Would you 
rather have a flag made in Japan or in the prison here, where a 
small sum can be paid for a man’s family or when he is on 
parole? The resolution, as it is, to make a change in the general 
laws of the State of Massachusetts, is a big proposition. We are 
recommending that it is inadvisable for our little organization to 
attempt to do it. 


Brother E, W. Baker [149]:—I think the penalized fine is 
what I object to. I think there is something absolutely wrong 
with the law. 


Brother H. L. Williams [30] :—When we take into our 
Camp a new member we state that the flag is very sacred and I 
think that flag should not be made by gangsters and prison labor. 


_ Brother R. W. Pratt [36]:—The amendment would allow 
this Camp to have a flag that is not made from prison labor. 


Why not get before our Legislature a resolution to remove that 
penalty? 


Brother G. O. Walker [1]:—As a Trustee of the Building 
of the G.A.R. Hall in Lynn 1 would like personally the privi- 
lege of asking my brother to ask my city to purchase flags that 
are not made in prisons. While this resolution might have been 
worded differently, I think that should be taken care of in some 
form by this organization as they have realized the situation. If 
this form is not proper, some other form should be made to take 
care of it and have it carried through. 
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Commander Sweet:—Those in favor of sustaining your 
‘Committee in non-concurrence of this resolution, signity in the 
usual manner. Those in favor please stand - 56 in favor; those 


opposed please stand - 51 opposed. It is a vote and I so declare 
it. : 


; Brother Leo Hamilton [17]:—I move you that a Committee 
be appointed by the Commander. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.]:—We thought the Patri- 
otic Instructor might be the proper man to do this. We were 
hoping that the incoming officers or even a member might be 
selected for the purpose of caring for this. 


Brother Chester White [P.D.C.]:—I move the incoming 
Commander appoint a committee to cooperate with the Com- 
mittee that put in this resolution and give us further information 


on it at next year’s Encampment. [Seconded by Brother Rule, 
Camp 60] 


Brother E. A. Smith [36]:—I think you are putting too 
much on our shoulders. I protest: being forced to consider on 
this Committee. We need the forces of the entire Department. 


Brother Chester A. White [P.D.C.]:—My motion was to 
appoint a committee to work with this other committee. There 
can be some influential brothers who can get an insight into this 
but they should have some part of this Committee who put in 


this resolution to work with a committee which the incoming 
Commander will appoint. 


Commander Sweet :—That motion has been made and sec- 


onded and all those in favor signify in the usual manner. It 
is a vote and I so declare it. 


Brother Henry F. Weiler:—Your Committee will have a 
later report this afternoon. 


Brother ‘E. A. Smith [36]:—The order of the Sons of 
Veterans should have some free advertising. I would like to 
have this matter given to the newspapers in such form as our 
incoming Department Officers think advisable, so that people 
in Massachusetts may know we are-working on this proposition. 


Commander Sweet:—We will now have the report of the 


‘Credentials Committee. 


Brother Pratt :— 


Camp Commanders . 35 
Past Commanders 13 
Members 26 
Alternates 4-78 


Session adjourned at 12 m. 
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THIRD SESSION 
Wednesday, April 13, 1938, 1.30 P. M. 


Commander Sweet :—Will the Brothers please come to order 
and take their seats? The Guide will please take up the pass- 
word. 

Guide :—Commander, I find all are entitled to remain. 


Commander Sweet:—Will the Department Secretary read 
any communications he may have? 


Secretary Palmer:—I have here a letter from John L. 
Reeger, Member of Council-in-Chief. a telegram from G. A. 
LaDuke, Regional Commander and also one irom the Connec- 
ticut Department Sons Union Veterans Civil War. | Reads them] 

Commander Sweet:—<Are there any reports at this time to 
be made? 

Brother Fred E. Warren [3]:—Your Greetings Committee 
to the Woman’s Relief Corps would like to report that we were 
very nicely received and Mrs. Hill wished me to convey to you 
personally their return greetings. 

Commander Sweet:—Thank you Brother Warren. 

Brother J. G. Wolff [89] :—On page 58 of the proceedings of 
the last Encampment you will read a resolution which was i 
troduced at my instigation with reference to the problem with 
which we are confronted when most of the G.A.R. goes out of 
existence. This resolution was approved and the bill was in- 
troduced as Senate No. 351, authorizing cities and towns to lease 
these publi buildings to the Sons of Union Veterans. Your 
Committee reported unfavorably, and we did not get this legisla- 
tion. I think we should continue until we do, and your Com- 
mittee will endeayor to secure such legislation. 

Brother E. W. Baker [149] :—Regarding reports of the dif- 

ferent members, is it necessary for any action to be taken? 


Commander Sweet:—No, because it was only a report of 
what has been done. We can, if you desire, go on record that 
we again present a similar bill and I think Brother Wolff had 
this in mind, that this is not the end. Brother Baker, do you 
desire this report be accepted by the Convention and the Com- 
mittee discharged? 


_ Brother Baker:—Not necessarily; 1 just noticed that no 
action had been taken, T should certainly expect in a report of 
progress that we sustain the Committee. 
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_ Secretary Palmer:—That is not a report of progress; that 
is a finished report. 


_ Brother Baker:—I move we accept the report of the Com- 
mittee. [Seconded by one or two brothers] [Carried] 


Commander Sweet:—Are there any other Committees to 
report? 


Brother William L. Anderson, Sr.:—May I give a_ verbal 
report of the G.A.R. Highway? - 

Commander Sweet :—You may. i 

Brother William L. Anderson, Sr.:—For the past two years 
I have been acting as National Chairman of this Committee. 
Last year I reported that the Highway would be dedicated May 
16th of last year and this was done in the City of New Bedford 
and since then I was not only not satisfied with the Highway 
in Massachusetts but have continued it into the States of Con- 
necticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Hlinois and Indiana 
and am trying to continue it out to Los Angeles California. 
Every state from here to the state line of Towa has! passed legis- 
lation making it No. 26 G.A.R. Highway and ity so abancal. 
We have not any Department west of the Mi ippi River of 
great importance and a bill put into Conere asking them to 
continue from the state line of Iowa to Californiamerenld not be 
amiss today if this Convention sent a telegram or a letter to 
Washington saying that this Convention endorses and presents 
this Bill in memory of the G.A.R. eat 


_ Y _ Welch [25]:—I make a motion that a tele- 
g& pe sen immediately to Washineton alone those lines. 
[Seconded by several] [Carried] 2 tig 


ee Guy Richardson [P.D.C.]:—Who is that telegram 


wont 


Brother William L. Anderson, Sr. :—John W. McCormack 


of the House, and Senator Walsh. 


Secretary Palmer :—I would suggest a letter. 


Brother William L. Anderson, Sr.:—That does not mean 
that every man here cannot send a letter to his Senator. 


Commander Sweet :—Are there any others to report? 


Commander Sweet:—We will proceed to the nomination of 
officers. Nominations are now open for Department Com- 
mander. 

Brother W. O. Fuller [P.D.C.]:—I move you that we make 
no nomination speeches, but go right on. [Seconded by several 
brothers] [Carried] r ) 


[67] 


Commander Sweet:—Are there any further nominations for 
Department Commander? I declare them closed. 


Commander Sweet :—Are there any further nominations for 
Senior Vice Commander? I declare them closed. 


Commander Sweet :—Are there any further nominations for 
Junior Vice Commander? I declare them closed. 


A Brother :—I wish to place the name of George W. Kimball 
of Camp 81 in nomination for Junior Vice Commander. [Sec- 
onded by two brothers] 


Commander Sweet:—I declare nominations for Junior Vice 
‘Commander closed. 


Guide:—There is a delegation of Daughters of Union Vet- 
‘erans awaiting admittance. 


Commander Sweet:—You will admit them. 


rf Guide :—I have the honor to present Miss Eunice H. Pattee, 
Past Department President of the Daughters of Union Veterans. 


. Escort:—Commander, it is my pleasure to introduce to this 
Encampment Miss Florence Clogston, Past Department Presi- 
dent of the Daughters of Union Veterans. 


Escort:—Commander, I am honored to present Miss 
Elizabeth Kirchgassner, Past Department President of the 


Daughters of Union Veterans. 


Commander Sweet:—lIt is a privilege to introduce to you 
three of our Sisters who have come here with their greetings. 
will now ask Miss Eunice H. Pattee to speak to us. 


Miss Eunice H. Pattee:—Brother Commander and Brothers, 
I am indeed happy to be present here today as representative 
of the Massachusetts Department of the Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, to bring our loving greetings to our 
brothers. Our objects are the same and I can only say that I 
hope, as in the past, that in the years to come we will draw closer 
together. Brother Commander, I have a little message and a 
little greeting and a little personal gift for you from the Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts Daughters of Union Veterans and our 
Department President wished me to extend her cordial greetings. 
[Applause] . 


Commander Sweet:—Next on the Committee I am happy 
to present Miss Florence Clogston. 


Miss Florence Clogston:—Our Chairman promised me that 
I would not have to speak but I do want to give you my personal 
greetings and tell you I am so happy to see so many Sons of 
Veterans gathered together. I want to extend you congratula- 
tions for a good Encampment. [Applause] 
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Commander Sweet:—I do not need to introduce to you the 
next member of this Committee. She has been with us for 
many years and is the sister of our Past Commander-in-Chief 
Frank L. Kirchgassner. I am presenting to you his beloved 
sister, Elizabeth Kirchgassner. ‘ 


Miss ‘Elizabeth Kirchgassner :—Department Commander 
and Brothers, Sister Clogston and I said we were not going to 
say one single word, but I will say that I am very glad to see 
so many familiar faces. Let us all try to increase our member- 
ship, to bring back some of those who have “back-slided”. Also 
we must get in the younger generation and when we do, let 


us absolutely step down a little ‘bi 
a bit a 
[Applause] and push them forward. 


_At Commander Sweet's request Brother Frank L. Kirch- 
gassner responded, and the delegation withdrew. 


j Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner :—I would like at this time 
tg give the report of the Committee for the Daughters of Union 
enna _ oe which $46.00 was obtained by the Friendly 
é a oes ommittee. In November we had a gathering in 
ee es ot all the allied organizations and Sons and we had 
which paid foe Baek, WG Paid all our bills. We had $15.00 
Beleirarion a dete Hall at the time of the Sesquicentennial 
OldTimers’ n en aa Hunt wanted me to tell you that the 
of that Recaea ti ing in September will be the annual meeting 
T. See ah EET: T bring you greetings of the Secretary- 
reasurer of our Association, William T. Tisdale. 


Commander Sweet:—\hat is the pleasure of the Conven- 


tion on the report of the C i f i i 
1 ort o ommiuttee eu S Ha 
Friendly Relations? for the Oe ia 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner: AllWere a 
report. Si er:—I will give them a written 


Hy Brother, Henry FE. Weiler [P.D.C.] :—This morning on that 
mmunication trom Camp 9 referring to the emblem for the 
ie oa the el asued to bring a sketch of it and I would 
> to have Brother Richards show it 7 
Commander and Being ee So Et ee el 
Brother Henry F. Weiler:—I have here a resolution from 
Camp NZ and with the enactment of this you will wind up all 
resolutions of which we have been made aware. This is in 
reference to the endorsing of William L. Anderson, Sr. for the 
high office of Comimander-in-Chief at the next session. Massa- 
chusetts has furnished the Order with a Commander-in-Chief in 
the recent years of 1910, 1919, 1926 and 1934, The latter served 
until September, 1935; since which time Illinois and New York 
have each furnished such an officer. Unless no other Depart- 
ment has a candidate, Massachusetts should remain in the back- 
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ground for several years yet before asking for more than lesser 
positions. We concur in the tribute to the enthusiastic member 
of our Department referred to and to the prog being made 
by the Committee of the Order which he heads. We do not 
believe that it would be wise. or fair to other Departments, for 
Massachusetts to present a candidate for Commander-in-Chief 
again so soon after having had one elected, and so we recommend 


“no action at this time”. 
Commander Sweet:—What is your pleasure? 


Brother Charles H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—\What action we 
take here today is the action of the Massachusetts Department, 
not the action of any other Department in our Organization. 
Leadership is one of the things we need in our Organization. 
In this suggestion we are recognizing a man who can be a 
leader. I, therefore, move you the substittition of the resolution 
for the report of the Committee. | Seconded by several] | Carried] 

Brother W.O. Fuller [P.D.C.]:—I move you the resolution 
of Camp 17 be brought before the body for action. |Seconded 
by several] [Carried] 

Brother Charles H. E. Moran [P.D.C.]:—I move we adopt 
the resolution of Camp 17. [Seconded by several] [Carried] 

Guide:—Commander-in-Chief William Allan Dyer is await- 
ing admittance. 


Commander Sweet:—You will escort him to this platform. 


_ Commander Sweet:—Brothers, for two years T have had the 
privilege of being associated with your Commander-in-Chief 
and I know he is a very busy man. I am going to present to 
you my chief and your Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War, William Allan Dyer of 
Syracuse, N.Y. ‘ 


r Guide :—Patriotic Instructor Miss Mary T. Rogers of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, is awaiting admittance. 


Commander Sweet :—Please escort her to this platform. 


Commander-in-Chief William Allan Dyer:—Mr. Command- 
er, Department Secretary and Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Department, I am very glad to be here. I have signed applica- 
tions tor two Camps; one came this morning from Fairfield, 
Iowa, with 20 members: one came from Washington, a colored 
Camp, 23 members. This quarter we have taken in ten, one in 
Springfield, Mo. with a membership of 150. Three Camps were 
made three weeks ago, one in Pennsylvania with 50 members, 
one in Renssalaer, N.Y, with 33 members and one in New Jersey 
with 38 members, One also was made this last month in Middle- 
town, Conn. with 38 members. One in Cherryvale, Kansas, one 
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in Sioux City. lowa, one in Clinton, Iowa, one in Bath, N.Y. and 
in Missouri there will be four more Camps this quarter. There 
are 4 Camps to come in in Kansas and four in Nebraska. Instead 
of operating through individual members we made new Camps 
and operated through Department Officers directly and through 
them the various Camps. We have 16 Camps under way in the 
next quarter. We have Camps under way in Michigan, 64 towns 
being worked at the present time for new Camps. I criticized 
Massachusetts last year and you did not like it. For fifty years 
Massachusetts has done a remarkably fine job, but I have to deal 
with the present. You have not been doing as well as you 
are capable of doing. The mid-west does a better job than the 
east is doing. New England has had a very high type of 
citizenry, probably the best in the United States. Massachusetts 
having uch a large organization, three-fourths of all our 
membership for a long time has been in New England, New 
York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey. We had one three hun- 
dred dollars last year in our organization fund; we put $50.00 
into Kansas and $60 into Oregon and that came from you and 
if any results were obtained it was your work, not mine. Our 
organization fund this year was $800, and T was able to do more 
this year. I put $50 into lowa, with a result of 3 Camps; 8 
Camps in Nebraska with a little over 170 members and new ones 
ne. That is your work. But the fact is, you did a fine job 
fat as your woke tek Shes Pao oT pe ata 

3 5 also put $50 into Kansas; four 
Camps and they are on-their feet financially and that is your 
work. It is your money and your loyalty and your sticking to 
the job, which enabled us to extend our ranks to those states. 
T also made a criticism regarding your loss of 223 members but 
ee percentage was not as great as in other parts of the country. 

setts. with our strength, with our ability, can do a 
tremendous job to bring up this organization. I have had every 
honor this organization can possibly give. * This organization 
the largest patriotic order ‘in the world doing a purely 
unselfish job. There is nothing that can be given or that we 
sking for except the opportunity to do a decent job for 
a patriotic purpose. That is the state of the Order. If I have 
given you a National picture so that you see it as I see it and will 
be willing to help, my visit will have been well worth while. We 
may not have to fight the same fight as our fathers did but we 
will have a fight and will we be strong enough? You have a big 
organization; make it as big as you want Taare it and go to 
it at once. [Applause] % r 


Guide :—Commander, I present Henry Towle, Senior Vice 
Department Commander of Maine. : 


At the request of Commander Sweet, Dr. Homan responded 
to Commander-in-Chief William Allan Dyer. 
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Brother Palmer :—I have here a resolution regarding Gran- 
ville Hicks, recently appointed advisor to students in American 
History at Harvard College, which contains the recommenda- 
tion that a copy of this protest be sent to Harvard College. 


Commander Sweet:—What is your pleasure? 


A Brother :—I move that letter be sent to Harvard College. 
[Seconded by several brothers] [Carried] 


Commander Sweet:—At this time I will present Mrs, Mary 
T. Rogers. 


Mrs. Mary T. Rogers :—Commander-in-Chief and Department 
Commander, I just cannot tell you members of the Sons of 
Union Veterans how pleased I was to be detailed to come here 
today and I bring you greetings of the Woman’s Relief Corps. 
Tonight I will present 60 American flags as Patriotic Instructor. 
On behalf of the Womans Relief Corps of Massachusetts I 
present to you, Commander, a little token of our esteem. 
[Applause] 


At the request of Commander Sweet, Brother Henry F. 
Weiler responded to Mrs. Rogers. 


Commander Sweet :—I shall now present to you Senior Vice 


eo enent Commander of the State of Maine, Brother Henry 
owle. 


Senior Vice Department Commander Henry Towle :—I wisi 
to extend the greetings of your Brothers in Maine and express 
the regrets of our Department Commander that he could not be 
here with you. I am glad your Commander-in-Chief was here 
and to see him today. [Applause] 


Guide:—Commander, there is a delegation of the Ladies 
of the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans. 


Commander Sweet :—Please present the delegation to this 
station. 


Guide i—It gives me great pleasure to present this delegation 
of ladies Mrs. Margaret L. Waters, Mrs. Maude B. Warren, 
Mrs. Grace Swe Mrs. Ursula Shepardson, Mrs. Pearl F. 
Safford, Mrs. Mar garet C. Brady and Mrs. Rose Isa 


Commander Sweet:—I will now ask Mrs. Pearl Safford to 
speak to us. 


Mrs. Pearl F. Safford [P.D.P.]:—Guests and Brothers of 
the Encampment, the greetings we bring you are usually the 
same. There does not seem to be much’ to ‘be added each year. 
Any measure of success we have had this year has been in- 
creased by the support Brother Sweet has given us. There are 
not words enough to tell you how much your Auxiliary appre- 
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ciates what you have done. Our Department President is here 
to speak for herself. I bring to you the best wishes of all the 
members of our encampment assembled. We appreciate the 
service you have given to your Department. It is with heartfelt 
thanks that the Auxiliary acknowledges the loyalty and support 
you have given it for the past two years. Will you accept from 
the Encampment their appreciation and affection and esteem? 
We hope that your retirement will bring you peace and harmony 
and we hope that unity between our organizations will continue 
to bless the tie that binds. [Applause] 


Commander Sweet:—I will now present Mrs. Ursula 
Shepardson. 


_ Mrs. Ursula Shepardson [D.P.]:—I am very happy to be 
here and visit this Convention. I want to thank you for the 
very beautiful gift you sent me. Please accept from your Aux- 
iliary this little token of our love and best wishes. [Applause] 


Commander Sweet :—May I present Mrs. Margaret Waters. 


Mrs. Margaret Waters [P.N.P.] :—Department Commander 
and members of the Massachusetts Department of Sons of 
Union Veterans, I am always glad to see you each year and am 
always willing to help you and I am here today pinch-hitting for 
the Aides of the Sons of Veterans. I have the great pleasure to 
present this check to your Department for its use [$100], without 
any strings to it. [Applause] 

Commander Sweet :—It is my very great pleasure to present 
Mrs. Grace Sweet. Ve 


Mrs. Grace Sweet :—Department Commander, distinguished 
guests and friends, I was glad to be able to come here today and 
convey to you the greetings of the Auxiliary. Thank you. 
[Applause] 

Commander Sweet :—I am very happy to present to you the 
National President of the Auxiliary of the Sons, Sister Brady. 


Mrs. Margaret C. Brady [N.P.]:—Department Commander, 
Commander-in-Chief, Sisters of this committee and Brothers © 
the Massachusetts Department, realizing that you are still behind 
in your order of business, I want to bring you the greetings © 
the National organization of the Auxiliary. A growing orga” 
ization must never become satisfied. In that way you Will 
increase your Department and be of service to your country - 
Regardless of how good a record you have made, it can always 
be bettered. Without the cooperation of your membership the 
Officers cannot accomplish what should be done. You have had 
a most enthusiastic Commander-in-Chief. He has met with 
considerable success all over the National organization and there 
are just now three months left in this year to increase your 
membership. I hope that as a reward for his services and to 
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show your appreciation you will bend every effort to increase 
the membership. I am going to the West in a couple of weeks. 
I assure you that any words of mine be in an effort to further 
the cause of the Sons of Union Veterans. I hope you have had 
a grand Convention, Commander. Only in harmony can there 
be prosperity. I hope you are going to work very hard and 
resolve to give the incoming officers the same support you gave 
to the last. I ‘bring to you greetings of our National organiza- 
tion. [Applause] 


Commander Sweet:—TI shall now present Mrs. Rose Isaacs. 


Mrs. Rose Isaacs:—Drother Commander, Commander-in- 
Chief, Iam not a new comer to the Department of Massachusetts 
Auxiliary but Iam to the Sons of Union Veterans. | am very 
happy | could be here. [ bring to you greetings of my husband, 
Brother Isaacs. I hope for the rest of your Encampment you 
will have a very fine and harmonious Encampment. |Applause| 


— Commander Sweet:—\We will now hear from Mrs. Maude 
farren:, 


Mrs. Maude Warren [N. Sec’y]:—Brother Commander, 
Commander-in-Chief, National President, Members of this Com- 
mittee and Brothers of this Encampment, | wish to add my plea 
to that of our National President that you do your best to get 
new members for this Organization. I thank you. [Applause] 


' At the request of Commander Sweet the response was made 
by Brother William L. Anderson, Sr. 


[The delegation withdraws] 
[The Commander-in-Chief withdraws | 


be commander Sweet :—We will continue with the nomination 

oe : Par tment Council. If the nominees will stand so that the 

a nbers may see who they are? 1 declare the nominations for 
epartment Council closed. 


fe Bettie Sweet:—We will proceed to the nominations 
; ae ce of the G.A.R. Fund. I declare the nominations 
closed for the Trustee of the G.A.R. Fund. 


‘ per | Sweet :—We will now proceed to the election 
oo Lcers ands I will appoint Brother Wolff, Chairman of the 
Tellers, with Brother Ricker, Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner, 
Brother Cross, Brother Ralph Smith, Brother William O. Fuller, 
a George Derby and Brother Harold Drown to serve as 


; Chairman of Credentials Committee :—We are ready for the 
final report: 


ee 


Past Commanders-in-Chief 2 ¢ 
Past Department Commanders 10 

Camp Commanders 126 

Sitting Commanders 38 

Delegates 72 

Alternates 12—260 


Brother H. E. Morse [80] :—Inasmuch as there are 42 dele- 
gates to be chosen and not that many names, I move you that 
one cross for the entire 14 be written opposite the names. 
[Seconded by a brother] | Carried] 


Brother Henry F. Weiler [P.D.C.] :—In view of the fact that 
the ballot contains the name of but one Trustee to the G.A.R. 
Fund, I move he be declared unanimously elected by an oral vote. 
[Seconded by several brothers] [Carried] 


Commander Sweet :—\We will now have the presentation of 
Banners. Camp 9 has made a net gain of 9 members and 
they are entitled to the red banner. Camp 109 of Newburyport 
hasa net gain of 5 and are entitled to the white banner; Camp 86 of 
Barre have a net gain of +and are entitled to the blue banner. [The 
banners were presented severally by Brothers L. E. Winchell, 
Addison A. Quinn and Brother H. C, Davenport to the Com- 
manders of the Camps winning them] 


Commander Sweet :—llave all voted who wished to do so? 
I declare the ballot closed. 


Brother LaForest E. Osborne:—I make a motion that the 
election for Commander of Parker B. Chandler be made unant- 
mous. [Seconded by several| [Carried | 

Brother John W. Emery:—I move you that the election of 
Russell C. Trask be unanimous. [Seconded by several] [Carried] 

Brother William L. Anderson, Sr.:—I have a duty to pet- 
form but before I perform that duty I want to sincerely thank the 
Brothers of this Encampment for their expression of their con- 
fidence they have placed in me by their endorsement this after- 
noon in my behalf. TI am keenly appreciative of the vote you 
took here this afternoon to endorse me for the office of Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Commander Elias, two years ago this En- 
campment elected you to the office of Department Commander 
and you served a year that was not only a credit to yoursel 
but also to the Department and this Department again saw fit to 
elect you to this Department Commandership and the second 
year was fully as good as the first year. I think the Organiza- 
tion today is just a little bit better because of the two years 
service you have rendered and they, in turn, desire to show their 
appreciation for the time, effort and money you have personally 
given to this Organization and may I, on behalf of the Massachu- 
setts Department, present to you a slight token of their apprecia- 
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tion of the fine service you have rendered this Organization.. 


When you retire from here you are taking with you the esteem: 


and respect of every member of the Massachusetts Department 
of the Sons of Union Veterans. Please accept this in their 
behalf. [Applause] 


Commander Sweet :—Brother Bill and members of the Mass- 
achusetts Department, I am happy for two things today. One 
is that I am retiring with the confidence of the Massachusetts 


boys. Another is that today you have endorsed a man who has. 


been a sincere, loyal Son of a Veteran, to be a candidate for a 


Commander-in-Chief to succeed an energetic man and worker,. 


Commander-in-Chief Dyer. To you boys of Massachusetts I 
want to express my deep appreciation for the honor you have 
conferred upon me for, without your help, I would have been 
like a boat upon the angry sea. I go out with the tide but I 
am in again with the next tide of fellowship and service for the 
remaining years of my life, as a Son of Union Veteran of the 
Civil War. At this time I will ask the Commander-elect, Parker 
B. Chandler, to step forward. Again Brothers I am very happy 
for a Brother who has served the Department well. Have'you 
chosen your installing officer? 


Commander-elect Parker B. Chandler:—I should like Broth- 
er Frank L. Kirchgassner to serve as installing officer. 


Secretary Palmer reads the roll of incoming officers. 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner then installed the officers, 
Past Department Commander L. D. Hobson acting as Guide. 


Brother Frank L. Kirchgassner :—I present to you Brother 
Parker B. Chandler, whom you have chosen to lead you. I 
appreciate the honor he has placed upon me in asking me to 
install him. I know you have elected a faithful worker. Give 
him your cooperation and I am sure you will be satisfied with 
the results he will obtain. ; 


Commander Parker B, Chandler:—I would like first of all 
to thank our installing officer for having installed me and would 
like to say a wore to our retiring Commander. It has certainly 
been a pleasure and an honor which you have bestowed upon me, 
to serve you. Tam very appreciative for what you have done 
for me. I would also thank the Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Department for Showing their confidence in me, in making me 
the highest officer in your power. I will try to do my best and 
give you the best in‘me. Brother Sweet has things in good 
shape and if we can keep the ball rolling I think we will continue 
to show gains in membership. There being no further business 
to come before the Encampment we will proceed to close. 


Encampment adjourned at 6:15. 


[76] 


TWO TELEGRAMS OF REGRETS 


Bridgewater, Conn. 


Massachusetts Department Sons of Union Veterans of the 
‘Civil War: 


Hotel Bradford 
Best wishes for a successful encampment. 


Connecticut Department Sons of 
Union Veterans Civil War 


Burlington, Vt. 
Elias R. Sweet, Commander Sons of Union Veterans 
Hotel Bradford 


Sorry cannot be with you. Best wishes for successful 
Encampment. See you all in Derby. 


G. A. Laduke, Regional Commander 


A LETTER OF REGRET 
April 9, 1938 


Mr. Elias R. Sweet, 
Department Commander, 
Massachusetts Department 


Dear Brother Commander: 


: It is with pleasure that I acknowledge the receipt of your 
kind invitation to be present at the reception and ball of your 
Department and Auxiliary on April 12th. 


It is with deep regret that I advise you that I cannot be 
present on that occasion. 


May your Department and Auxiliary have a most profitable 
Encampment and a delightful time at the reception. 


With full appreciation of your kindness and sincere regrets 
that I cannot be with you, I am 


Fraternally yours, 
John L. Reeger i 
Member of Council in Chief 
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Delegates elected to the Fifty-seventh annual Encampment 
of the Commandery-in-Chief : 


=. Gates 101 George A. Derby 5 
Reet, Teask 43 Edward M. Hosmer 59 
William S. Henry 81 Allen B. Howland 50: 
Walter Richardson 9 Herbert Camp 62 
Edward C. Webster 89 Nelson Towle 62 
William B. Tillson 26 Robert W a Pratt 36 
Charles H. Merrill 129 ~LErnest A. Smith 36 
Charles W. Hooper 144. Charles I. Messenger 60 


George W. Kimball 8 
Mid-Season Conference 


The meeting was opened by Vast Commander George R. 
Beckman, chairman of the committee of arrangements, at 2:45 
p.m. in G.A.R. Hall. Commander John P. MeGione of Camp 
17 was formally introduced and a warm welcome was extended 
to all pr t by him. He then presented Department Com- 
mander s R. Sweet and turned the meeting over to him. 
Commander Sweet assumed control, heartily thanked the Camp 
for its present to him of a product of Brockton manufacture and 
welcomed the brothers in the name of the Department. 

Acting Chaplain Albert G. Wolff offered prayer, the Pledge 
of Allegiance was given and the pass word taken. 

Comrade Gurney of the G.A.R., and a member of Camp 
67, S.U.V. was escorted to the platform, presented, and given 
a rousing reception. 

The meeting was then turned over to Department Chairman; 
Past Department Commander Henry IF. Weiler who outlined 
the purpose of the meeting. 

S.V.C.,W. Harry Wetherell of Post 35, American Legion 
brought the greetings of his organization and spoke very inter- 
estingly. He was responded to by Past C.-in-C. Fred FE. Bolton. 

The following Department Officers were then presented by 
Chairman Weiler and requested to speak briefly on matters 
pertaining to their particular office: Organizer Paul C. Gassett, 
Secretary Leon H, Palmer, Camp Instructor Addison A. Quinn, 
Patriotic Instructor Parker B. Chandler, Senior Vice Com- 
mander LaForest E, Osborne, Junior Vice Commander Glendon 
W. Chase, Counsellor Sidney L. Drown, Council Chairman 
Louis E. Winchell, 

At this time, 4:30, a Radio Program, *’True Blue Story”, was 
brought to the room from Station. WHDH by arrangement of 
the Chairman of the Department Radio Committee, Past 


Department Commander Hi. Harding Hale and listened to with 
interest. , 
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Speaking was then resumed and Chief District Commander 
George W. Kimball made a few remarks. Comrade Gurney was. 
presented by Commander Sweet and spoke briefly but interest- 
ingly. Past C.-in-C. Fred E. Bolton was listened to with 
the interest his words and advice always deserve. 

Supper was served at 5:45 and enjoyed by all. 

The meeting was reopened at 7 p.m. in K. of P. Hall with 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. Chairman H. Harding 
Hale for the Radio Committee gave high lights and much infor- 
mation regarding the efforts necessary for the radio programs 
which have proved so interesting and helpful. 

On motion of Past S.V.C.-in-C., Wm. L. Anderson it was 
voted to send letters of thanks to three actors who had assisted 
Chairman Hale in presenting the “True Blue Stories” over the. 
radio. 

Chairman L. IE. Osborne for the Grave Registration Com- 
mittee told of some of the difficulties encountered by the mem- 
bers of the committee, what they were trying to do, and some of 
the results obtained. 

The uniform was touched upon by 
nothing concrete developed from the diser 

Commander Sweet closed the speaking and centered on 
membership. He gave much good advice in both obtaining new, 
and holding old, members. 

Three candidates were initiated in a very creditable manner 
by a Degree Team from South Eastern, Mass. P. C. Association. 

An enjoyable entertainment followed under the direction of 
Commander McGlone of Camp 17. 

The meeting closed at 9:50. 

At the afternoon Roll Call 
57 members. 


ral brothers but 
on. 


22 Camps were represented. 


Camp Members Camp Members 
2 2 67 3 
6 2 69 1 
9 2 79 4 
11 1 80 4 
L?: 16 81 2 
24 1 89 1 
26 2 90 2 
35 5 109 2 
46 1 115 1 
50 1 144 1 
56 1 150 2 

At the evening meeting Camps 5, 13 and 74 were also 


Fraternally submitted, 


Leon H. Palmer, 
Department Secretary 
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